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The Fleming Mansion
By Renate Robey

F

or eight years back in the late 1800s, Platt Park was its own town. It was
incorporated by residents who wanted a wholesome community, unlike
Denver, its rowdy neighbor to the north. The Fleming Mansion in Platt
Park served as a city hall, jail, library and home to the first mayor of the Town of
South Denver.
The imposing stone
house, built in 1882, has been
extensively restored and now
begins a new chapter as a
public meeting and special
event venue and offices for
The Park People. The Park
People – a group that has
restored historic Denver
Park and Recreation buildings around the city – raised
nearly $700,000 to restore the
Fleming Mansion. Denver
The Platt Park Neighborhood
Parks will run the community space on was then in unincorporated Arapahoe
the main floor while The Park People
County. Residents were unhappy with
has its headquarters upstairs.
Denver to the north. (The southIn January, 3PA held its monthly
ern Denver city limit was then near
meeting in the Fleming Mansion.
Alameda Avenue). They were also
Historian Phil Goodstein shared the
unhappy with Arapahoe County- partly
history of the mansion and its builder,
because the county was doing little to
James Fleming.
crack down on unsavory businesses
James Fleming made his money
moving to the area.
early in life in the Pennsylvania oil
In 1886, the residents, led by
fields before coming to Colorado in
Fleming and others, incorporated the
1880. Once here, he made more money Town of South Denver, which stretched
investing in mining. He purchased
from Alameda to Yale and from
70 acres south of Mississippi Avenue
Colorado Boulevard to South Platte
and east of Broadway. He later sold
River Drive. Fleming was elected
or developed much of it, according to
mayor. Fleming and other town leadGoldstein, but he set aside five acres
ers charged a $2500 license fee to sell
bordered by Florida, Iowa, Grant and
alcohol which helped drive saloons out
Logan. In 1882, he built his elaborate
of town. Eventually, Fleming sold his
stone mansion at 1510 S. Grant St., a
house to the town for the official town
cost of $30,000.
hall.
Continued on page 4

The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization,
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses in
the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on the
West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North and
Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open to
all neighbors and business owners who live within
these boundaries. Have a voice in your neighborhood and with the city: Join 3PA.

Check out our website. Stay
informed; learn about upcoming events, and more!

w w w. 3 pa . o r g
You can now join 3PA at 3PA.
org where you can fill-in the
form on-line and pay through
paypal. Go to 3PA.org, click on
“Join 3PA.”
Platt Park People’s Association (3pa.org)
New or Renewal Membership Form
Annual Dues: $20
Name
_________________________
Address
_________________________
E-Mail
_________________________
Phone
_________________________
Would you like to volunteer for a committee:
___Membership ___Picnic/Events
___ Safety
___Website
___Responsible Development
___Communications (writing articles)
___Distribute Newsletters
Mail with check payable to 3PA,
P.O. Box 100848, Denver, CO 80250-0848

Platt Park New Developments and Upcoming Board Elections
Kathleen Gueymard, President,
Platt Park People’s Association
The Fleming Mansion at 1510 S. Grant is the new
site of Platt Park People’s Association General Meetings
which meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.
Phil Goodstein, Denver historian and author of numerous
books on Denver History, presented the history of this
beautiful residence during our first meeting on January
8th at this lovely new site.
Platt Park is popping with news of interest to residents. Our Tuesday, Feb 12th meeting will include Kiely
Wilson who will present plans for Platt Park North,
located on the south side of Mississippi Ave and east of
Broadway. Plans for this infill development include 33 detached single-family units, 54 town home residential units,
a commercial development and a proposed park spanning
between S. Lincoln St and S. Sherman St defined on the
north and south by town homes. Patrick Mangold-White,
owner of Kaos Pizzeria and Gaia Bistro, will present a
concept for a Mexican restaurant to be located at 1779 S.
Pearl St. Chris Nevitt, our city councilman, will update
residents on significant issues and a Q & A.
Sushi Den has applied for major modification to include the neighboring address of 1477 S. Pearl St to be
used as first and second floor dining areas and basement
storage and the addition of a kitchen. Plans can be viewed
at the 3PA.org website. Click on development.

Makan Restaurant, 1859 S. Pearl, has applied for a Hotel
and Restaurant liquor license enabling them to serve alcoholic beverages to accompany their Malaysian cuisine.
All public hearings regarding Gates, Sushi Den and
Makan liquor license will have occurred in January. It is not
possible to update residents about upcoming hearings in a
timely way through the newsletter because it is published
every other month and the deadline for articles is about one
month before newsletter delivery (8th of every odd-numbered month).
To stay up to date - please attend general meetings and
sign up for Platt Park E-News which is emailed monthly or
more frequently as needed. Email plattparkpres@yahoo.com
to sign up.
Historic Denver will present a recently launched traveling speaker program on neighborhood history and the basics
of historic preservation in Denver at our March 12th general
meeting. You will learn about neighborhood history, and
links to information on masonry and window restoration and
tax credits.
Annual 3PA Board elections will also occur at the March
meeting. The nomination slate for open positions include:
Joe Beierl, Treasurer and the following for one-year
Director terms: Sarah Moore, Cindy Parmenter, Suzanne
Knight, Ashley Arroyo who currently serve on the Board.
New nominees to the board include Jolan Clark and Kevin
Shelledy. More detailed Information on the candidates will
be provided through E-News.

IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD FOR 25 YEARS

hair cut & style
massage
facials manicure
pedicure
30% off manicure or pedicure
first-time clients only

303.777.7708

1306 South Pearl Street • www.HeadwavesDenver.com
Gift certificates available
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Neighborhood Notes

S

o I’m now a composter. It really was not on my Christmas
wish list, but my family thought the perfect yuletide gift to
bring me holiday cheer throughout the year was an Aerobin
200 Composter. Amongst my now fellow composters, that piece of
knowledge will be met with some envy as this baby is supposedly
the Porsche of compost bins—turning my trash into fertilizer-onsteroids faster that you can say…well “Aerobin”. Pretty sure I can
now list my my disposal on eBay, as I probably won’t be needing
that energy-wasting environment killer. Yep, between my recycle
bin and my composter I can now carry my weekly landfill bound
trash out in a shoebox. Come spring after I’ve spread compost
about my yard, you will probably notice the healthiest crop of
weeds you’ve ever seen, and, hopefully, a few happy veggies growing strong under that thriving canopy.
While most of the recent big news on Old South Pearl has
focused on the big projects going on up the north end the scene,
the south continues to see some wonderful additions. Bin 1884
slipped in quietly in December and officially opened January 26. .
When Owners Theresa Scamperino and Bradford Minich opened
The Empty Bottle (1886 S. Pearl ) three years ago, they had
plans for more than just a wine shop. Those plans have now come
to fruition with the opening in the adjoining space of Bin 1884.
Primarily billed as a artesian cheese bar, the store is both a place to
pick up various culinary delights to take home and a full restaurant serving both lunch and dinner.
Occupying the center stage are the cheeses and there are some
delightful ones to be tried. I tried the Challerhocker which is imported from Switzerland. A dense silky smooth cheese made from
cow’s milk and aged a minimum of ten month before shipped
off to Bin 1884—worth the trip alone…yummy! On the dining
menu is an item called the Raclette Bowl which is a fondue-like
cheese heated in a small tray over candles and served on potatoes.
Wonderful flavor and romantic candlelight ambiance all in one
dish, not bad. The menu also features homemade soups, antipastas, salamis, and an ever changing variety of whatever Theresa and
her kitchen crew create. Of course, your dining should culminate
in-- what else-- but the homemade cheesecake with fruit compote.
Theresa and Bradford hope to have their license to offer wine
parings and craft beers to accompany your meal later this spring.
In the meantime, perhaps you can discover a work-around since
the store adjoins their wine shop. Located at 1884 S. Pearl Street
the store is open daily except Monday from 11:00 am till 9:00 pm
(6:00 pm on Sundays). Bin 1884 is a wonderful addition to the
neighborhood. Stop in for a meal, or at least grab a bottle of wine
and some Challerhocker for a cozy evening by the fireplace back
home.
If you overdid it in the eating department over the holidays
and are looking for holistic way to lose weight and promote overall
health then you might stop in at another new addition to the South
Pearl health scene, Complete Weight Loss and Wellness which
has opened at 1711 S. Pearl. Owner Robin Magee, faced serious
and life-threatening diseases in her twenties. When conventional
medicine failed to avert the downward spiral, she turned to a more
holistic approach which eventually returned her to good health.
Inspired, she left her career in accounting and pursued an educa-
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tion in Natural Health and Holistic Nutrition. She now offers
the benefits of both her experience and education to help anyone
wanting to get on a road to better health, including help to those
who wish to lose weight in a way that goes beyond just dieting.
Robin works on an appointment basis. Visit her website at www.
CompleteWeightlossandWellness.com or call at 720-402-2288.
Once again Platt Park’s own The Park People, located in the
Fleming Mansion 1510 S. Grant Street, are offering their annual
free tree give away. It’s simple-- you need to fill out an online application by February 15th at www.theparkpeople.org or drop by
their office. These trees must be planted in the public right-of-way
(the area between the sidewalk and street). Site inspectors will visit
your home to confirm proper spacing and mark the area for the
tree to be planted. Your tree will then be available for pick-up on
April 20th. You can also select the type of tree you desire. Three
years ago we planted two trees through this program, and they are
now thriving shade trees. It’s a great program that will beautify
your home and add to our wonderful neighborhood tree canopy
for decades to come. In the fall, the Park People will be offering a
similar program for the rest of your yard at a minimal cost of $25
per tree—stay tuned for details on that.
If the Broadway Reconstruction Project looks like it has
stalled out the past couple months--fear not-- it is just in a planned
pause during these winter months and will resume again come
spring. All lanes are now open for traffic in both directions. Final
construction and landscaping should be in place and the project wrapped up by summer. The northern section from Iowa to
Arizona has been complete for almost two years. What a difference it has made to that section! It is a wonderful to see that the
western gateway to our neighborhood is no longer the eyesore of
days gone by, but an ever improving place to walk, dine and shop.
Kudos to a municipal project done right!
Speaking of construction, if you are like me you’ve long
avoided the intersection of Broadway and Evans and the Evans
Bridge over Santa Fe. While still under heavy construction, the
project is taking shape and promises to be a great improvement in
functionality and esthetics when complete. The wobbly bridge over
the freeway should be strengthened and widened to include better sidewalks and bicycle connectivity over this busy intersection,
along with access to the light rail station. Phase one of the project
will be complete this spring.
Hope your year is getting off to a wonderful start. Spring is
just around the corner, and with it should be some exciting new
additions to the neighborhood which we’ll be watching. It looks
like it will be a pretty good year in our little corner of the world.
Drop over sometime and I’ll show you my compost bin—might
even send you home with a bag of my magic brew.
See you around the neighborhood
Tom Snyder
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Fleming Mansion
Continued from page 1

The town built a jail in the basement of the house, and
the steel bars of a jail cell were found during the restoration.
“You can just imagine what went on down there,” said Tim
Buchanan, board chairman of The Park People.
The town’s fire department operated out of a barn that
used to stand on the property. A library was set up on the
second floor of the mansion.
But by 1893, the Town of South Denver had fallen on
hard times. The population was sparse and the cost of providing services was high. The town voted to be annexed to
Denver in 1894. Denver took over the mansion for a community center and renamed the block Platt Park, after James
H. Platt, a prominent local citizen.
The mansion became home to the South Side Women’s
Club which used the space for meetings and community
improvement programs until the 1950s. The mansion then
served as the Platt Park Senior Center. The main floor
housed billiards tables and a wood working shop, both popular with some local seniors. However, recently, the building
was being used for storage and was falling into disrepair.
That’s when the Park People stepped in. The group
raised most of the money for the restoration of the Fleming
Mansion, including securing a $250,000 grant from the
State Historical Fund. Restoration work began in 2011, said
Buchanan, and some mortar repairs will be done this spring.
The Park People was created in 1969, with the goal of
raising private money to support Denver’s parks and recreation system. The group has poured millions of dollars into
projects ranging from restoring existing park infrastructure
such as fountains and historic buildings, as well as supporting new construction such as playgrounds and recreation
facilities.
Other restoration projects have included the Washington
Park Boat House, Cheesman Park Pavilion, and the Gates
Tennis Center. The Park People also established the Denver
Digs Trees program, which has provided more than 40,000
trees to Denver residents.
Until a year ago, The Park People had offices in the
Eugene Field Cottage near Franklin Street in Washington
Park. The restoration of that historic building for its offices
was one of its earliest restoration projects. However, the
group had outgrown the cottage and was looking for a new
site. The Fleming Mansion offered “an opportunity to redo a
place we could use as an office,” said Buchanan.
Because the building has been designated as a city landmark, the restoration had to follow strict guidelines and restore the house to its original condition. That meant pulling
out fluorescent lights hung to light the pool tables and adding
more period appropriate fixtures. The windows were taken
out, scraped of lead paint and then put back in. The building heating, cooling and electrical systems were upgraded. A
central staircase that had been removed was rebuilt.
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The Fleming House becomes the sixth of the city’s
special events facilities, joining the Washington Park Boat
House, City Park Pavilion, Montclair Civic Building, Chief
Hosa Lodge in Genesee Park, and Central Park Pavilion in
Stapleton.
“It’s a wonderfully restored old building,’’ said Jim
Johnson, event coordinator for Denver Parks and Recreation.
“The mansion would be perfect for a “more intimate wedding or a rehearsal dinner.”
“It’s a cool space. It’s nice to have a space open year
round in that part of the city,” said Johnson. “It would be
perfect for people who want to have an event in a historic
building.”
For more information on renting the Fleming Mansion,
call Denver Parks and Recreation at 720-913-0766

You can now join 3PA at 3PA.org
where you can fill-in the form on-line
and pay through paypal.

Go to 3PA.org,
click on “Join 3PA.”

www.3pa.org

Denver Public Library to
increase service hours
by 40% in 2013
With the passing of ballot
measure 2A by Denver residents,
Denver Public Library plans to
increase their 2013 service hours
by approximately 40% upon final approval of the 2013 budget.
We are extremely thankful
to the Denver residents for voting for 2A which will allow us to better serve our community after years of
budget cuts and reduced library hours,” says Shirley Amore, City Librarian.
With the additional funds, all branch libraries will be open a minimum
of 48 hours per week, with two evening hours and new weekend hours at
several locations. The Central Library will be open 56 hours per week with
Saturday morning hours restored. The only exception will be the Westwood
Branch, which will not be open evenings as it is located in the Westwood
Community Center, which closes at 5 p.m.
With the expanded public hours, the Library will increasing their staffing level including a combination of increased hours for current part-time
staff and hiring for new positions. Job openings will be posted on DPL’s
website once the 2013 budget is approved by City Council.
The public can expect to see the new hours phased-in beginning January 2013, as required staffing levels are achieved. The Library estimates
that all locations will be operating with their new schedules three to four
months after the hiring process can begin.
More information about the 2013 branch hours will be available on
the Library’s website in the coming weeks.

The Dentists on Pearl
is joining your community.
We are looking forward to
serving patients of all ages
in our new, environmentally
friendly practice!

Dr.Wright an

D

Dr.Stratil

303-498-9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com
1905 South Pearl St., Denver, Co 80210

Opening SOOn! Summer 2012

bringing color
to platt park

• Complete Interior and Exterior Painting •
Quality Work by Trusted Craftsmen Since 1995

20% off

labor on all interior jobs performed
in November ‘12 - March ’13

www.3pa.org

CALL (303) 512-8777

www.irelandsfinestinc.com
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Getting To Know Our Neighborhood Elementary Schools
We are lucky to have two great elementary schools in Platt Park, McKinley-Thatcher and Asbury. Members of the Platt Park Schools Committee had a chance to
speak with the principals for each school. Read below to hear what Alona Hastings and Hollene Davis had to say!
Alona Hastings, principal of Mc KinleyThatcher, a Platt Park Neighborhood School, shared
some insights into how she was able to lead the school
to achieve Green Status (Meets Expectations) in the DPS
School Performance Framework as well as how she and
her staff will continue to progress towards excellence.
Interview by Marian Straight
1) On the remarkable improvement in SPF ratings:
Our staff has worked with dedication and commitment to provide data-driven,
targeted instruction to meet specific student needs and increase achievement.
Weekly, our professional development and data team meetings focused on
measuring the effectiveness of our instruction.
2) On the organization and management of a small
school (168 students):
Our schedules are built to meet the needs of our students. Currently we have
a fairly even balance of class size across grade levels, with typically 23-29
students per class. We utilize some multi-age classrooms. Our special education
teacher, English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher, and Speech teacher work
with collaborative groups providing multiple services within one time block.
Skills of language development, reading and writing are interwoven to build on
and support each other. Also, I am teaching reading groups three days a week,
allowing the classroom teacher to work with a smaller number of students.
This gives me a chance to support student learning and an opportunity to teach
reading, which I love!
3) On the changes over the last year:
Academically, both whole group instruction and small group support are ongoing to meet all of our students needs. There is a determined focus on providing
cohesive, systemic writing instruction. We are proud of our Ben Carson Reading
Room, “Reading in Your Own Backyard” which we funded with grant money.
The garden committee is being formed to plant student gardens. “The Basil
Project” in conjunction with Pasquini’s provides our 2nd and 3rd graders with
integrated science and writing experiences. We are grateful for their support of
our young learners.
4) On the Early Childhood Program at McKinleyThatcher:
We are serving 3 and 4 year olds in a half-day, four days a week program,
which meets the special education needs inclusively with regular education. The
classroom teacher is dually certified in early childhood education and special
education. Additionally, we have an ECE Classroom serving 4 year olds, primarily from the neighborhood. The program can be half-day or full-day depending
on parent choice and available spaces.
5) On the plan for an extended day, offering 75 extra
minutes of instruction (school day will be from 8am to
4pm):
We believe strongly that both academics and arts are important for children.
Our extended day model will provide comprehensive core instruction in the
classroom before anyone is pulled out for supplemental instruction. Everyone
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will receive two special classes each day and significantly more technology
instruction. Our classroom teachers will begin the day, while our specialists and
intervention teachers will extend the day. The model preserves teacher contracts
and avoids reliance on grant money. Students will bring home less homework
and the YMCA will continue to provide before and after school care. Fee based
enrichment will also still be offered after school via PTA.
Hollene Davis is the new principal at
Asbury this year and excited to build on all the
great things the school has to offer. She has been an
elementary principal for 11 years and a high school,
and special education teacher (K-12) for 11years prior
to that. Asbury is ranked 11th out of 101 Elementary
Schools in the DPS School Performance Framework,
with a strong “blue” (exceeds expectations) ranking for
proficiency scores.
Interview by Jennifer Piccolo
1) Asbury did amazing in the “proficiency” status
scores for last year. What do you attribute that to?
The staff at Asbury uses best teaching practices to differentiate for our Gifted
and Talented students as well as the students that need support or intervention. We continually look at individual student data to determine strengths and
needs of our students. Specific, targeted instruction is the key to our success!
2) Your school offers an incredible mix of diversity
(~40% for both minority and free/reduced lunch population), what do you think that brings to the school
that others in the area can’t offer?
We are like a microcosm of our world. We have 12 languages spoken at our
school, which gives students an opportunity to learn about various cultures.
Through our community, students learn about differences, acceptance and
celebrating the uniqueness of people.
3) What types of non-academic programs does Asbury
offer?
Due to the Mill Levy passing, we will be providing music instruction during
our day added to a schedule that already includes Physical Education, Library,
and Art. Asbury also has a variety of programs after school for the children.
We have art classes, Lego classes, Jump Rope, an Energy Conservation Club,
Garden Club, and Running Club just to name a few.
4) You have nice small school with about 325 students,
two classrooms for each level. How do you manage
staff and academics around this size school?
It is great to be able to know each child at Asbury because we are small. We
get very creative to meet the needs of the community and all teachers take on
extra assignments to be sure our students get all their needs met. As a
new Principal, I am in awe of the dedication and support the staff provides to
our families.
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Tavern to Preserve Many Historic Features of S. Pearl Building
Tavern Hospitality Group owner, Frank Schultz, met with Historic Denver staff, the 3PA Board and Councilman Chris
Nevitt several times in December about saving the historic features of the facade of 1469-1475 S. Pearl St; while enabling him
to build a Tavern restaurant with a first floor front patio and upper floor balcony.
At the June 12th 3PA General Meeting, Frank Schultz
➤ Retain three of the four existing vertical wood columns
presented designs for the proposed restaurant on the site of
in place adjacent to the two existing storefront entries.
the former India’s Pearl. Major modifications described and
This possibility of retaining the fourth wood column on
viewed on a rendering included an addition of a front patio
the far southern end closest to the planned entry will be
on the ground floor and a second floor balcony. Questions
explored. But this particular column may be removed if
or protests related to the design were not raised by meeting
unable to be configured the new entry.
attendees.
➤ Retain the first floor wood entablature above the doors
In December, Frank Schultz learned from structural
and windows in place - including end brackets and
engineers that the desired modifications required demolition
rosettes.
of 40 - 60% of the building, which necessitated application
➤ Retain the transom window framing above doors and
for a demolition permit. Historic Denver reviews all demoliwindow openings on the first floor.
tion applications and communicated to 3PA concern about
➤ Retain enough of second floor façade on the south end
destruction of historic elements on the building facade.
to include one existing window and the existing cornice
These concerns were reported by 3PA to residents in a Dec
to the second bracket from the south.
16 E-Blast.
➤ Retain original, un-painted blonde brick color and mateHistoric Denver immediately received 22 resident letters
rial on the portion of preserved second floor façade.
opposing the demolition. Subsequently, Platt Park People’s
Association, one board member and one resident sent letters
➤ Retain and leave exposed the existing, southern-most
of intent to file for Historic designation of the building with
second floor window. An awning will be installed below
hopes among all parties that a compromise design could be
the historic window and above the new entry.
reached to preserve the historic features of the facade.
A signed agreement with 3PA, Historic Denver and the
Numerous communications and meetings followed to
Tavern was executed January 3rd. A rendering of the updated
achieve this end. In the interest of respecting the character of design of the Tavern reflecting the above changes is posted
the building and concerns of the community, Frank Schultz
on the 3PA.org website. Click on Development.
agreed to numerous compromises of his original design inMany thanks, Frank Schultz, for your flexibility in workcluding to:
ing with Historic Denver and 3PA to respond to community
➤ Retain all first floor vertical masonry elements in place
concerns.
- specifically the masonry columns at each end of the
building and the two at the historic center entry.
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Platt Park Events Calendar
Tuesday, February 12
3PA General Meeting

Fleming Mansion, 1501 S Grant St,
6:30pm

Saturday, February 16
Chamber Music Concert

Decker Library, 1501 S Logan St, 2pm

Tuesday, March 12
3PA General Meeting
Faik Aykal

Fleming Mansion, 1501 S Grant St,
6:30pm

Saturday, March 16
Paddy’s on Pearl

1500 Block of South Pearl Street,
Noon - 9pm
This South Pearl Street Festival
was created to bring the community together after a long winter. In
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, there
will be lively musicians with an Irish
flair, the Celtic Step dancers, food
vendors, and of course green beer
and adult alcoholic beverages! Come
join this FREE, family friendly, all age
Festival.

Saturday, March 16
Chamber Music Concert

Decker Library, 1501 S Logan St, 2pm

Decker Library

1501 South Logan, 720-865-0220
www.denverlibrary.org

Hours for 2012

Monday 12pm – 8pm,
Wednesday, Thursday 10am – 6pm,
Saturday 9am – 5pm
Tuesday, Friday, Sunday CLOSED

Book Babies

Wednesdays and Thursdays, 11:15am

Storytime and Craft
Wednesdays, 10:15am

eBooks 101

Saturday, February 2,
9:30 am - 12pm

Since 1984

Specializing in Family Medicine
811 S. Pearl St. • 303-744-9120

To advertise in the next Platt Park Post,
contact Penni Dorwart,
303-715-0024, pdorwart@yahoo.com
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