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Do You Remember This?

The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization,
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses
in the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on
the West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North
and Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open
to all neighbors and business owners who live
and own property within these boundaries. Have
a voice in your neighborhood and with the city:
Join 3PA.

Platt Park Picnic
2014
Sunday, June 8th
5-7 pm

Who: Everyone
What: A community picnic
Where: In Platt Park
Why: Meet your neighbors,
build community, have fun!

T

hese old black and white images
of urban development show
the 1400-1500 block of South
Emerson Street. These pictures were
shared with us by a longtime resident
of the neighborhood who moved here
in 1929.
We’d love to see your old photos
and hear your stories and memories

The annual Platt Park Picnic is
just around the corner! In partnership with 3PA, Platt Park Parents is
helping organize this special event.
This is a homegrown neighborhood
event for everyone, not just families.
Your attendance and participation
will help make it fabulous. See you
there!

of the neighborhood. For the next
few issues, we are planning to publish
old photos in a series called “Do You
Remember This?” If you have something to share with your fellow residents and patrons of Platt Park, please
send them to communications@3pa.
org along with your contact information so we can follow up.

Activities: Music • Face Painting•
Treasure Hunt for kids of all ages
• Visit with fireman & trucks from
Fire Station 16 • Yard Games
BYOP – Bring Your Own Picnic
Blanket and Chairs • Yard Games
Information about the event is
available at 3PA.org and
PlattParkParents.com

Platt Park Pooches

Did You Know:
REAL TIME MARKET PROFILE
Median List Price

$448,000

Asking Price per Square Foot

$185

Average Days on Market

167

Percent of Properties w/ Price Decrease

42%

Median House Size (sq ft)

2,376

Median Lot Size (sq ft)

5,500

Paddy McClelland

Median Number of Bedrooms

3.0

Median Number of Bathrooms

2.5

Market Action Index - Strong Buyer’s

19.1

{ Real

Estate

Pricing has been weak in recent weeks. Since it’s a
Buyer’s Market, there is excess inventory & lower prices.

at

REAL ESTATE

720.334.6181 | 720.300.0276

303.858.8100
720.300.0276

ECOBROKER & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE: 303.858.8100

paddy@verdedenver.com

Stay Informed about Community
News & Events! Visit Us Online:

Connecting Neighbor to Neighbor
WWW.PLATTPARKNEIGHBORS.COM

Drew Webster, CPDT-KA

We are so lucky to
live in an area where
our dogs are invited
to be an integral part
of our neighborhood.
Today dogs are more
than just our pets,
they are part of our
family. You can’t
go anywhere in our
community without
meeting a canine
companion. Whether
it’s a lab lounging in
the sun at Stella’s, a
pointer parked outside Park Burger or a
keeshound cruising at Kaos, you can find a Platt Park pooch
any day.
Keep in mind, my dog-loving kin, not all of our neighbors have the same affinity for our four-legged friends.
Taking our dogs everywhere is a privilege, and we must be
respectful of that. As the market season begins and more of
us flock to the outdoor spaces, here is a check list you might
consider following:
1. Always be on leash and under control out in public.
Make sure to always ask before you let your dog say
hello.
2. It happens! Always take poop bags with you on your
walks. Try not to let your dog potty or poop in other
people’s yards. If it happens? Pick it up, no exceptions.
3. Be current on vaccines. If your dog likes to greet
other dogs, make sure you are current on vaccines and
not spreading illness while they are touching noses and
slurping from the same water bowls.
4. Safe and sound. Make sure your dog is comfortable
around other dogs, kids, strollers, bikes and boards
before you set them up in a situation where could be
nervous.
5. Have fun and remember to be a model dog owner, so
our Platt Park pooches can continue to enjoy our neighborhood as much as we do. For more tips and tricks,
you can follow Drew on www.gooddogsrule.com.

Go to 3PA.org, click on
“Join 3PA.”
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Denver Compost Program
Comes to Platt Park
Ginger Collins
Platt Park is now within the defined boundaries for
the City of Denver’s residential composting program. I
know this because my failed attempt at composting on
my own led me to research composting with the city. We
have had our compost bin for about a month now and I
can report that it has drastically reduced our trash. The
weekly compost pickup (every Thursday) has allowed
us—already—to ship off pounds of springtime juicing
and yard work debris!
Two important considerations if you want to sign
up: (1) the website says there are limits on the number of
homes per area that can join, so if you are interested, go
ahead and check it out; and (2) there is a cost to participate: about $30/quarter, which can be paid in quarterly or
yearly installments.
If you are interested in learning more, go to denvergov.org (or Google) and search Denver’s Compost
Collection Program. If you want to compost on your
own, there is also a blurb in the recent District 7 update on free composting classes this summer hosted by
Denver Urban Gardens (dug.org/compost).

www.3pa.org

Three Cheers

for Newsletter Delivery
Volunteers for Job Well Done
3PA Board
Thank you to the volunteers who have delivered the
Platt Park Post to the 3,000 households in the neighborhood.
Some of our volunteers have tended their route faithfully for
many years. The 3PA and your neighbors are grateful for your
service. Going forward, 3PA has contracted with a local delivery service, Perry Promo, to have the newsletters delivered.
We are looking forward to this new partnership and to freeing up our volunteers to make new contributions to the 3PA!

Your Neighborhood Board...
President, Kathleen Gueymard, plattparkpres@3pa.org.
Vice President, Renee Hook, reneehook@gmail.com.
Treasurer, Joe Beierl, jbeierl@yahoo.com.
Secretary, Suzanne Knight, sk@nestrealestate.net.
Directors: Ashley Arroyo, ashleyarroyo@yahoo.com;
Cindy Parmenter, cindyparmenter@comcast.net;
Sarah Moore, sarahhmoore@yahoo.com;
Jolon Clark, email@jolonclark.com;
Antoinette Taranto, An_tara@yahoo.com
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Neighborhood Notes
I’ve never seen a raccoon in our neighborhood, but I
know they must exist along with our coyotes, squirrels and
foxes. I know because we have a six-foot fence around our
yard, and I’m told foxes and coyotes cannot jump those.
Something got over our fence, however, and made lunch out
of the koi in our pond a couple weeks ago. Ruled out a heron
as, unless it was a flock of them or the world’s largest heron,
I don’t think a bird could have eaten, much less fly away with,
four large koi in their belly. So that leaves me with space
aliens or a crafty raccoon as the likely culprit. I am therefore
officially adding raccoons to our list of neighborhood critters
even though I didn’t see the rascal. I know it is just hearsay,
but I’m sure some of you sharp-eyed neighbors will give my
theory an official confirmation sighting soon. Look for an
extra-fat and happy one. Next up around here will, no doubt,
be deer, small herds of elk or wayward bears—it will happen
and you heard it here first.
They sell koi at the Pond Store on Broadway—just
saying.
Speaking of Broadway, lots happening over at the corner
of Broadway and Louisiana. Maria Empanada opened its
doors last month to an enthusiastic crowd. Hailing from
Buenos Aires, owner Lorena Cantarovici has a vision of
bringing the tastes and aromas of her mother’s kitchen in
Argentina to her new restaurant. The menu features, of
course, empanadas—light pastries stuffed with various savory delicacies—as well as other traditional Argentinian
foods such as tartas (think savory tarts) and tortillas. Lorena
explained that, in her home country, such empanada restaurants can be found on every block in Buenos Aires, and
patrons can drop in to eat a fast casual meal or grab something to go—such is the spirit of her new place. On a recent
trip I tried both the “Argentina” empanada and a slice of the
“Special Mushroom” tarta. Both were wonderful and very
reasonably priced I thought. Plenty of seating both inside
and out. Super friendly staff make you feel like old friends on
your first visit. Maria Empanada is open breakfast through
dinner each day.
Always sad to see a longtime resident in our business
community close their doors, but such is the case over at the
Jewelers Gallery (1505 S. Pearl St.). Storeowner Richard
Hart made the difficult decision, ending a 24-year run in
that location. Richard wanted to express to our Platt Park
neighborhood, “Our community has treated us very well,
and we have had the privilege of making many good friends,
watching families expand, children grow up and serving our
wonderful customers for some many gratifying years. We are
immeasurably grateful for that experience. We wish to thank
all of our customers, friends and family members who have
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shown us support over the years.” No firm date has been set
for the final closing, so if it’s still open as you read this, rush
over and give Richard and the gang a last goodbye and perhaps you can find one last great deal. All the best, Richard, to
you and your wonderful staff!
Can’t have a closing without an opening on the block,
and Melissa McGuire provided just the right opening with
The Peculiar Bookshop located at 1562 S. Pearl St. Melissa
decided a few years ago to leave the corporate world and
“follow her bliss” instead. As a writer and longtime lover of
books, Melissa’s passion naturally led her to open her own
bookshop. The charming store holds new and used books
and an ever-growing selection of jewelry crafted by local
artist. Drop in and tell Melissa what type of books you like,
and I’ll bet she can lead you to a half-dozen great reads. She
also loves to research books, so if you have a special favorite,
mention it to her and she will be happy to dig it up for you.
Drop on in and check out this fun little shop.
Last year we said goodbye to Bellaire Dry Cleaners who
passed the torch to The Green Shirt (1581 S. Pearl St.),
which opened in April in the same location. The folks at
Green Shirt bill themselves as “the newest modern organic
dry cleaner in the Denver area! Our highly motivated and
friendly staff is here to cater to all of your environmentally
friendly dry cleaning needs! Unlike other dry cleaners, our
eco-friendly dry cleaning process uses no perchloroethlylene,
which is a hazardous chemical that endangers people as well
as the environment. Instead, we use a specific solution that
can be broken down into sand, water and oxygen.” Oh, and
did I mention they will get your clothes really clean? Help
save the planet and get the summer barbecue stains off your
shirts at the same time—sounds like a good arrangement all
around.
Don’t forget the annual Picnic in the Park at its new
time, Sunday, June 8 starting at 5 p.m.—always a fun time.
By the time you are reading this, summer should be in full
swing around here with the Farmers Market and other
special events happening on Pearl Street. Get out there and
enjoy all our wonderful neighborhood has to offer. And if
you see me hanging out over by my place, stop in and I’ll introduce you to my new koi. Have a great summer!
See you around the neighborhood,
Tom Snyder

www.3pa.org

McKinley-Thatcher Silent Auction

Thank You

Dr. Cynthia Wright

anD

Dr. Stephanie Stratil

McKinley-Thatcher PTA

A school auction can only be as successful as the support of its community, staff and families. On March 7, your
contributions shone through. The McKinley-Thatcher Silent
Auction was a huge success because of your outpouring of
support. Our gratitude to Mark Gill, president of the South
Pearl Street Merchants Association, for allowing the use of
his Mortgage West space and to our community, who both
sponsored numerous auction items as well as provided food
and beverages for the event. A special thanks to Adelitas,
who demonstrated their commitment to the neighborhood
families by generously donating all the catered tacos we
could eat during the event. Many thanks to our staff and
families for donating auction items and for packaging these
items and to everyone who braved the snow and attended the
fun-filled evening with deep pockets. This cannot be done
without the support of the parents and community! Thank
you!

Accepting new patients
The Dentists on Pearl want to get to know you.
We feel this is the only way to create a plan that
will help you achieve and maintain a completely
healthy smile! Call The Dentists on Pearl today
at 303-498-9207 and schedule an appointment
for the entire family, in our modern, environmentally
friendly office. We accept most insurances.
1905 South pearl Street | 303.498.9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com

Since 1984

Specializing in Family Medicine
811 S. Pearl St. • 303-744-9120

Tom & Denise
Snyder

Platt Park
Residents
Your
Neighborhood
Specialists!
303.877.3097
Cherry Creek Properties office 303-713-9000

www.3pa.org

Snyder Team
C H E R RY C R E E K
P ROPERTIES

LLC
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And now … a word from our local students …

What South High Means to Me
Maddie Gawler*
“What does South High Mean to Me?”
South High School has a unique and diverse student
body. The students are able to strive in academics, as well as
in their extra-curricular activities. Not only do we learn from
our amazing faculty but from our peers too. Every day, we
walk down the halls and hear different languages and experience different cultures.
At South, I am able to find my niche! I was able to
achieve academic success while, at the same time, being a
participant on a varsity athletic team and being involved in
clubs. Our South faculty is very supportive of each student,
and they are there for us every step of the way. They help
prepare us for the next steps in life, whether we are heading
to college or some other post-secondary option.

bringing color
to platt park

• Complete Interior and Exterior Painting •
Quality Work by Trusted Craftsmen Since 1995

20% off

labor on all interior jobs performed
in November ‘13 - March ’14
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CALL (303) 512-8777

www.irelandsfinestinc.com

South (students and staff) are very accepting and supportive of all of our students. It is my second home, and I
don’t know how successful I would be if I had not chosen
South for my high school years!
* Maddie Gawler is a top academic student with a 4.69+
GPA. She is involved in many clubs and takes all honors and
AP courses. She is currently ending her junior year at South
High School.
For this series, we ask students in our local Platt
Park Schools if they’d like to contribute an article to the
neighborhood paper. If you are a local student interested
in submitting an article for publication, contact us at
communications@3pa.org.

Common Core Standards and
Replacement Test for TCAP
(PARCC)
Jennifer Piccolo
Denver Public Schools is embracing the Colorado
Academic and Common Core State Standards to ensure students are prepared for college and career in the 21st century.
The new standards are clear and consistent expectations of
what all students need to learn at every grade level—serving
as a roadmap to high-quality education.
As part of this transition, there will be new assessments
aligned to the new standards. These new assessments will
be online and move us from the traditional paper and pencil
assessments of the past and more accurately measure a student’s knowledge and mastery of new expectations
By 2015, the new PARCC assessments will replace the
TCAP assessments for reading, writing and math. This
spring, selected schools will try out these new assessments as
a pilot. The PARCC assessments will occur in two parts:
Part I: The Performance Based Assessment is designed
to measure real-world skills, such as research, synthesis and
writing. Questions are typically short essays and take more
thought and time to answer.
Part II: The End-of-Year Assessment will have students
demonstrate their acquired skills and knowledge by answering computer-based, multiple choice questions.
For more information about PARCC, visit: http://www.parcconline.org. TCAP stands for the Transitional Colorado Assessment
Program; PARCC stands for Partnership for the Assessment of
Readiness for College and Career.
www.3pa.org

Decker Summer of Reading
Decker Librarian
Summer is nearly here, which hopefully brings rest and
relaxation for children and their families. However, a break
from school doesn’t have to mean a break from learning! The
Colorado State Library recently compiled research*** that
affirms the value of reading for fun in the summer months.
Academic studies continue to demonstrate that summer
reading programs play a major role in fostering a love of
reading and literacy development for children of all ages. In
addition, the Colorado State Library points out that:
• Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of
reading comprehension, vocabulary and reading
speed.
• If children read 1 million words per year, 1,000
words will be added to their vocabulary.
• Kids read more when they have the freedom to
choose what to read, see their peers reading and
have fun while reading with friends and family
members.
Join us at the Decker Branch of the Denver Public
Library as we celebrate Summer of Reading 2014: Fizz,
Boom, Read! From June 2 to August 9, enjoy crafts, performances and activities for all ages. Children ages birth to
17 can read all summer long to win cool prizes, like Elitch
tickets, books and more! Sign-up begins June 2. Come to the
Decker Branch Library or any branch of the Denver Public
Library to sign up and get started. All events are free and
open to the public. A schedule of events and activities will be
available at the Decker Branch Library; some programs may
require advanced registration. Please call the Decker Branch
Library at 720-865-0220 for more information.
In addition to our exciting events and activities, our regular storytime schedule will continue through the summer
months as follows:
• Book Babies: Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11:15 a.m.
This storytime is for 4- to 30-month-olds and their caregivers. We'll share books, songs and action rhymes.
•

All-ages Storytime with Craft: Wednesdays at 10:15
a.m. Any aged child who can sit for stories, songs and do
a simple craft is welcome to attend!

•

Tales for Twos with Craft: Thursdays at 10:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, finger-plays and fun for two-year-olds
(24-35 months) and their caregivers. We’ll also do a
simple craft!

To advertise in the next
Platt Park Post,
contact Penni Dorwart,
303-715-0024, pdorwart@yahoo.com

COME
PLAY
WITH
US!

summer camps
for kids 6-18
group & private lessons
for kids, teens & adults

Have a wonderful and safe summer, and we look forward to seeing you soon!
* Source: Colorado State Library (2011.) The Impact of Summer of
Reading Programs in Colorado Libraries. Retrieved from: http://
cospl.coalliance.org

www.3pa.org

303.777.1003
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Platt Park Events Calendar
PLATT PARK PEOPLE’S
EVENTS
Platt Park People’s
Association (3PA)
Picnic at Platt Park

Sunday, June 8, 5 – 7 p.m.
Between Grant Street and Logan
Street at Florida Avenue

Farmers Market

Sundays, May 18 - November 2, 9
a.m. – 1 p.m.

Platt Park People’s
Association (3PA) Happy
Hour
Tuesday, July 8, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Location TBD

PLATT PARK PARENTS
EVENTS
www.plattparkparents.com

Mom’s Night Out

Thursdays: June 19, July 17

Dad’s Night Out

Thursdays: June 26, July 31

Play! Play! Play!

Saturdays: June 21, July 19

DECKER LIBRARY

501 S. Logan St., 720-865-0220,
www.denverlibrary.org
Library Hours and Schedule
Monday-Tuesday 12-8pm
Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 10am
- 6pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday CLOSED
Storytime and Craft, Wednesdays,
10:15 a.m.
Tales for Twos, Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Book Babies, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 11:15 a.m.

Summer of Reading
2014 Events at Decker:

Friday, June 27, 10:30 a.m.
Justin Miera presents
Animals All Around
No registration is required.
Tuesday, July 1, 1 p.m.
Mondrian Masterpiece
Craft
For grades 6 to 12. Registration
is required. Please call to reserve
your space. Space is limited to 25
participants.
Tuesday, July 8, 1 p.m.
Straw Painting Craft
For grades K to 5. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve your
space.

Tuesday, June 10, 1 p.m.
Paper Bag Kite Craft
For grades K to 5. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve your
space.

Friday, July 11, 10:30 a.m.
Safari Sally presents
Fizz, Boom, Hiss, and
Kerplop
No registration is required.

Friday, June 13, 10:30 a.m.
Connie and the Rabbit Co. presents
Connie Elstun’s Super
Science Magic Show
Good for all ages. No registration is
required.

Tuesday, July 15, 1 p.m.
Catapults Craft
For grades K to 5. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve your
space.

Tuesday, June 17, 1 p.m.
Pointilism Pictures Craft
For grades K to 5. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve your
space.
Friday, June 20, 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Activity
Registration is required. Please call to
reserve your space.

Friday, July 18, 10:30 a.m.
Merry Andrew Afoot presents
Stone Soup
Great for kids preschool – fifth grade.
No registration is required.
Tuesday, July 22, 1 p.m.
Bleach Pen T-Shirt Craft
For grades K to 5. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve your
space.

Friday, July 25, 10:30 a.m.
Knitting for Teens and
Tweens
For grades 6-12. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve
your space. Space is limited to 10
participants.
Tuesday, July 29, 1 p.m.
Erupting Volcano Craft
For grades K to 5. Registration is
required. Please call to reserve your
space.
Friday, August 1, 10:30 a.m.
Ann Lincoln presents
Space Alien’s Big Bang
Magic and Juggling Show
Perfect for ages 3-10. No registration
is required.
Tuesday, August 5, 1 p.m.
Clay Sculpture Craft
Registration is required. Please call to
reserve your space. Space is limited to
25 participants.
Friday, August 8, 1 – 2:30 p.m.
End of Summer of Reading
Celebration!
All Ages. No registration is required.
Various amateur musicians from the
Colorado Chamber Music Society perform a wide range of classical works
for the public. Held the third Saturday
of each month, September through
May, at Decker Branch Library. Free
and open to the public. No registration is required.

Kidoodles Childcare Center
Providing full & part time care

25% off
your child’s
st
1 month
tuition! Just
mention
this add!

www.kidoodleschildcare.com
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Specializing in
Quality care for
Infants & toddlers
ages 6 weeks to 3
years

303-733-8228
1170 S Logan St.
Denver CO 80210

www.3pa.org

