PLATT PARK
The Official Newsletter of
Platt Park People’s Association
Dec. 2015/Jan. 2016
www.3pa.org

An Interview with Nicole Jarman,
Founder and President of Hob Nob Events
Kate Cihon

N

icole Jarman moved to Colorado in 2006 on a whim for a better quality
of life. Nine years later she has a thriving business that manages not only
our beloved Old South Pearl Street Farmers Market, but also the Events
surrounding the USA Pro Challenge, The Greenway Foundation and two Farmers
Markets in the Highlands neighborhood.

The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization,
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses
in the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on
the West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North
and Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open
to all neighbors and business owners who live
and own property within these boundaries. Have
a voice in your neighborhood and with the city:
Join 3PA.
Check out our website. Stay informed, learn
about upcoming events, and more! www.3pa.org.

You can now join 3PA at
3PA.org where you can fill
in the form online and pay
through PayPal.
Nicole Jarman, founder and president of Hob Nob Events with Marilyn Kahlich.

KC: When did the Old South Pearl Street Farmers
Market start?
NJ: I started running the market in
2007, but it actually started 13 years ago
in 2002. I used to own a local attractions
TV channel that aired in hotels. I was
pitching the idea of putting the Farmers
Market on the TV channel and offered
up my event planning background in
case they needed some help. A few
weeks later, the head of the Pearl Street

Merchant Association contacted me to
run the Farmers Market and I’ve been
doing it ever since. The rest is history.
Since 2007, the Farmers Market has
grown 225%. We have added new, quality vendors that the neighborhood seems
to enjoy. In 2012 we won Westword’s
best Farmers Market – that was the last
year they featured a Farmers Market.
Additionally, the Farmers Market
now goes 26 weeks – half of the year!
Continued on page 6

Go to 3PA.org, click on
“join 3PA.”
Want to be informed?
Sign up for email
notifications on
3PA.org.

Neighborhood Notes: An Opinion
So if you believe the weatherman we are in for a El Niño
winter around here which seems to mean it’s time to dust off
the ol’ snow shovel, get a good fire going, have plenty of warming beverages handy, grab a thick blanket and enjoy yourself-what’s winter in Colorado without some of the white stuff
hanging around!
What better way to get the winter off to a good start than
heading over to Pearl Street for our annual WinterFest. Come
join the fun December 4th and 5th on the 1500 block for “sleigh
rides”, the winter version of the Farmers Market, merchant
open houses and appearances by Santa himself. There will be
live music, adult beverages, hot chocolate and cider for all. It’s
a great way to get in some Christmas shopping while supporting local businesses and just having an all-around good time
with the family.
This year saw the close of Session Kitchen, which was a
bold effort by the Breckenridge—Wynkoop group to create a
restaurant that was unique and edgy. Unfortunately regardless of what you may have thought about the place it never
caught fire and was shuttered. As of this writing it looks like
the new owner will be Rod Tafoya who is best known in the
Denver scene as the creator of Que Bueno which if you are a
frequenter of DIA you know as one of the more popular restaurants out in the concourses. Que Bueno has won numerous
“Best of Denver” awards over the years so Mr. Tafoya brings a
solid pedigree to the project. What exactly will be the concept
for the new restaurant is yet to be determined but likely it will
have a Mexican themed cuisine but not under the “Que Bueno”
name. Tafoya was quoted in a Westword article as saying “So
we intend to take a variation, a better version of that idea (Que
Bueno), into Denver. We’re very excited. We want to make
sure that it works. We intend to be a great neighbor to the community.” Sounds good—stay tuned.
Opening in Late October is the newest addition to the
neighborhood restaurant scene Berriegood Co located at 681
E Louisiana Ave in the ground floor of the Washington Park
Station Apartments. Berriegood Co bills itself as “Denver’s
first super fruit café”—a trend that has become popular in the
west coast cities of California, Washington and Oregon. They
specialize in acai bowls, smoothies and more. Acai is a powerpacked berry-like fruit from Brazil that is organic, non-GMO,
and fair trade. Berriegood blends acai into super thick smoothies or in a bowl topped with organic hemp seed granola and
fresh fruit. The delightful owner and founder Kali Handford
started the business from scratch after exiting corporate
America. Kali says, “We are thrilled to be a part of the Platt
Park community. As a fellow resident of the area it is exciting
to see new and locally-owned offerings pop up as complement
to the fabulous existing neighborhood staples.” Can’t think of a
better way to finish up that Wash Park run or power up for the
workday then a stop into Berriegood to get that super fruit buzz
going. Drop in, say hi and check them out!
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Thought it would be open by this issue but it’s not, Fee Fi
Pho Fum is still in my ‘coming soon’ bin. Owner of The Dive
Inn (1380 S Broadway), Jason Tietjen is at it again this time acquiring the space next door and turning it into Platt Park’s only
Pho restaurant. Pho is a Vietnamese cuisine that is primarily
a noodle-based soup to which is added a wide range of meats,
vegetables and sauces—it has been a favorite in our household
for many a year but has required driving an agonizing ten minute or so to find a suitable Pho restaurant. Thank you Jason
for saving us from those arduous treks. In Jason’s words, “At
Fee-Fi Pho Fum, not only is our pho delicious, authentic, and
healthy but also extremely fast, simple, and convenient. We specialize in takeout and delivery- allowing you to enjoy a hot bowl
of our soul warming elixir in the comfortable confines of your
own home. Or stop by for a bowl in our restaurant”. Opening
day is not set yet as they are still waiting for final permits from
the City of Denver. Hopefully by this reading they are up and
running.
This months most asked question is easily what is going
on with the Sushi Den garage and what will the beast look
like? Well it will be big for sure (60,000 square feet) —the largest single structure on Pearl Street. Did a bit of checking and
as previously reported the owners abandoned the plans calling
for variances that allowed extra height to the garage which was
largely opposed—thank you very much. So it would seem the
structure will fit into the boundaries of the allowed building
code parameters which means it will be 35 feet high at its maximum and will be fronted by “active” commercial retail space.
About the latter nothing has been said about what is envisioned
but plans do call for two ground-level retail stalls--so in theory
it will not look strictly like a big old parking garage and nothing
else. To their credit, brothers Toshi and Yasu Kizaki have, in
the buildings they have created (Sushi Den, Izakaya Den, Ototo
Den and Sessions Kitchen), given a lot of attention to design
esthetics so hopefully that trend will be repeated leaving all of
us with something we can live with and maybe even like. The
structure will be large but in that, I’m reminded is one very
significant blessing—the structure will hold space for 158 cars.
Taking that many cars off the surrounding streets and putting
them in a garage has to be a good thing for the neighborhood.
As we wrap up another year, on behalf of all the volunteers of the Platt Park Peoples Association and especially the
newsletter staff we want to wish everyone a wonderful holiday
season and the very best in the coming New Year! We are all
blessed to call Platt Park our home and thanks to you, its residences, who do your part to make it such an interesting, fun,
eclectic, wonderful little corner of the world.
See you around the neighborhood
Tom Snyder

www.3pa.org

A Message From The 3PA Board
Thank you, Platt Park neighbors! We accomplished a lot
together this year – Membership is up 50% over last year, we
had our first Movie in the Park event and 3PA represented
the neighborhood’s interests in numerous discussions regarding development and zoning in Platt Park. We’d like to
thank our members for continuing to support the organization and to our volunteers for their hard work keeping this
neighborhood great.
In 2016, we are planning to continue hosting events that
bring us all together, work on ways to increase membership,
and communicate better to the neighborhood about what
is happening. If you want to get involved and help plan
events, improve our communications or have an idea on how
to improve our neighborhood – please reach out to us at
board@3pa.org.
We wish you a great holiday season and a Happy New
Year!
Sincerely,
3PA Board of Directors

Platt Park People’s Association Board
President – Nick Weidner
Vice President – Sophia Stone
Treasurer – Joe Beierl
Secretary – Lauren Bustos

Director - Ashley Arroyo
Director - Kate Cihon
Director - Shelley Jewell
Director - Troy Kelts
Director - Bryn Sneddon

Platt Park Post Staff
Editor - MaryBeth Riopel
Advertising - Penni Dorwart
Creative - Ann Michelle Hill

This Month’s Contributors:
Tom Snyder
Mariah Raymond
Kate Cihon

Tom & Denise
Snyder
“…Tom’s team was
the obvious choice
when it came time
to sell my Platt Park
home. No one knows
the neighborhood like
he does.” —Amy

Your
Neighborhood
Specialists!
303.877.3097
Cherry Creek Properties office 303-713-9000

Snyder Team
C H E R RY C R E E K
P ROPERTIES

LLC

Want to stay more frequently informed?
Check out our website at www.3pa.org.
Stay informed, learn about upcoming events, and more!
Join the 3PA eBlast by emailing our 3PA President at plattparkpres@yahoo.com
www.3pa.org
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Platt Park Crime Statistics
Type of Offense (Reported)

JAN-SEPT 2014

JAN-SEPT 2015

Change

#

%

#

%

#

%

Violent Crime (Homicide, Rape, Robbery,
Aggravated Assualt)

11

2.1%

15

3.0%

4

36.4%

Part 1 Property (Burglary, Larceny, Theft
from motor vehicle, etc.)

177

33.9%

178

35.6%

1

0.6%

Crimes Against Persons (Assault, Sex
Offenses, Intimidation, etc.)

32

6.1%

31

6.2%

-1

-3.1%

Crimes Against Property (Arson, Burglary, 229
Damage to Property, Vehicle Theft, etc.)

43.9%

230

46.0%

1

0.4%

Crimes Against Society (Drugs/Narcotics, 22
Weapons, etc.)

4.2%

13

2.6%

-9

-40.9%

All Other Offenses (Disorderly Conduct,
Harassment, Restraining Order, etc.)

51

9.8%

33

6.6%

-18

-35.3%

Grand Total

522

100%

500

100%

-22

-4.2%

Thanks to Nick Weidner for his help in
summarizing the crime stats. These local
crime statistics are available at: www.
denvergov.org/police. A representative
from Police District 3 regularly attends
the 3PA General Meetings.

Local Police Resources:
Non-Emergency Help: 720-913-2000
Crime Stoppers Anonymous: 720-9137867
Report Graffiti: 311 or 720-913-1311
As always, call 9-1-1 for emergencies.

Did You Know:
REAL TIME MARKET PROFILE
Median List Price

$448,000

Asking Price per Square Foot

$185

Average Days on Market

167

Percent of Properties w/ Price Decrease

42%

Median House Size (sq ft)

2,376

Median Lot Size (sq ft)

5,500

Paddy McClelland

Median Number of Bedrooms

3.0

Median Number of Bathrooms

2.5

Market Action Index - Strong Buyer’s

19.1

{ Real

Estate

Pricing has been weak in recent weeks. Since it’s a
Buyer’s Market, there is excess inventory & lower prices.

at

REAL ESTATE

Stay Informed about Community
News & Events! Visit Us Online:

720.334.6181 | 720.300.0276

Connecting Neighbor to Neighbor

303.858.8100
720.300.0276

ECOBROKER & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE: 303.858.8100

WWW.PLATTPARKNEIGHBORS.COM

paddy@verdedenver.com

TASTE OF THAILAND

is now just around the corner!
One of Denver’s hidden gems since
1994 is now located at

2120 So. Broadway.

Expert Thai Cooks.
Our own Garden Fresh Ingredients.
Popular Curry Lunch Combos.
Weekend Specials.
Patio and Parking.

303-762-9112

www.tasteofthailand.net

To advertise in the next Platt Park Post, contact Penni Dorwart,
303-715-0024, pdorwart@yahoo.com
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Platt Park Post Artist Profile:

Victoria Ekelund
Mariah Raymond
In a sunny, red-walled room hangs a painting of three
people hands clasped behind their backs, leaning in to look
at three paintings hung side-by-side. The piece is inviting and
warm, and exudes subtle delight; here are people spending
their free time enjoying the arts—in this case, a John Singer
Sargent show at the Metropolitan Museum in New York—
and, in turn, here you are enjoying a painting of people
enjoying paintings. In this sense, artist Victoria Ekelund’s
painting is a bit playful, participatory and conceptually multidimensional. On the technical side, the work is masterful,
from the wrinkles in the people’s pants, to the complex shadows their bodies cast on the wall and floor.
Ekelund is a contemporary realist—though she’s also
been called an impressionist—who paints cityscapes, landscapes and figurative work. Her paintings are compositionally dynamic, revealing not only her many years with brush
in hand, but her commitment to mastering the rudimentary
components of two-dimensional art; line, shape, color, value,
depth, texture and form. She captures reflections in glass,
water, and shining wood floors, which is no small feat, and
brings the hardness and chill of winter ice in a Platt Park
alley to life. Considering the variety of work that cover the
walls in her two-story house, you get the sense that she’ll
take on anything—from dense forests and foggy beaches, to
jam-packed city scenes, to people eating lunch on the curb.
Ekelund has the ability to make the mundane interesting.
Her series of Platt Park alleyway paintings catalogue the less
glamorous thoroughfares in the neighborhood, yet they’re
delicious to view. The paintings also provide documentation
of some of the changes in the neighborhood; the days when
we still had dumpsters, the changing seasons and who put up
a new fence or painted their garage.
As an army brat, Ekelund grew up in Germany and
France and attributes much of her love of art to her childhood proximity to Europe’s art museums. Though she had
family members who dabbled in painting, Ekelund felt a
distinct pull to the arts and never wavered in her pursuit to
create. She moved to Denver to attend the Art Institute of
Colorado and received her degree in graphic design, working
in the field for her day job ever since.
Oil paints are her medium of choice. Initially working in
pen and ink, watercolor and colored pencil, Ekelund turned
to oils for simple financial reasons: framing an oil painting
is significantly cheaper than framing a watercolor, as there’s
no protective glass and matting necessary with an oil painting. Ekelund took classes at the Art’s Student League to learn
the craft and hasn’t looked back since, although she took
www.3pa.org

one stab at painting in acrylics and vowed never to use them
again (her acrylic painting of water lilies from the Botanic
Gardens hangs on the side of her house, viewable from the
street).
Ekelund moved to her house in Platt Park in 1989, “during the oil bust,” when housing was affordable. Much has
changed since then, most noticeably—and to her delight—
the boom in families with young children. Ekelund and her
husband have an enormous raspberry bush on the street side
of their house and when the berries are ripe, they provide a
popular pit stop for kids on their way to visit the engines at
Denver Fire Station 16.

See Victoria Ekelund’s current work in the group show
“Signatures,” opening Friday, November 6, at Elements 5280
Gallery (5940 S. Holly Street, Greenwood Village, elements5280.
com). Please come to the opening or stop by during regular gallery
hours. Or, visit her web site and blog at www.victoriaekelund.com
and www.victoriasart.blogspot.com. If you’re interested in seeing
her studio and home gallery, contact Victoria at vekelund@yahoo.
com to arrange a time.
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Nicole Jarman
Continued from page 1

KC: How do you decide on the vendors that you select?
NJ: It’s a very long process. Our policies allow for two
like vendors – two jam vendors, two bread vendors, etc. From
there, we break it down and review the specifications of each
vendor. For example, if there are two bread vendors, and
another bread vendor approaches us, and that vendor specializes in gluten free bread, then we have the potential to add a
third vendor in that “category.” We continually review at our
vendor mix and see where we have holes. We research each
vendor’s website and make sure their goods are all produced
locally. Sometimes I also just go with my gut!
To further validate our vendor credentials we do site
visits. I did three farm visits this year to make sure the vendors have a farm and truly produce local products. We don’t
require that everyone is organic. We are looking to make sure
that they themselves are purveyors of the goods they are selling at the market.
We also try and keep everything food focused. The
only exception to the rule is if you have a store front on Pearl
Street. The Merchant Association owns the Farmers Market
and if you are on Pearl Street you are eligible to get a booth if
you would like.
KC: How did the other events evolve?
NJ: The Music Festivals were the brain child of Mark
Gill, the President of the South Pearl Merchants Association.
The idea came from extending the market to something
that included music and also served beer. From there, it just
evolved. Winterfest was always a part of the South Pearl
Street events as well.

Reflected Spirit
When your journey involves the future I provide intuitive readings...
When your path involves the past I provide compassionate counseling...
When you are in the moment, I coach you toward your goals...
Groups Include: Core Wisdom,
Archetypes & Psychic Development.
Energy * Laughter * Feelings * Intuition
www.ReflectedSpirit.com
(720) 519-8457 | patricia@ReflectedSpirit.com
Office: 1539 S Broadway Bldg A, Denver

Dr. Cynthia Wright anD Dr. Stephanie Stratil

Accepting new patients
The Dentists on Pearl want to get to know you.
We feel this is the only way to create a plan that
will help you achieve and maintain a completely
healthy smile! Call The Dentists on Pearl today
at 303-498-9207 and schedule an appointment
for the entire family, in our modern, environmentally
friendly office. We accept most insurances.
1905 South pearl Street | 303.498.9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com

My family and I live, work and play in Platt Park.
We are proud to live here and call it home.
I am an expert in Platt Park and welcome the
opportunity to help you with your
Real Estate needs.

ERIN RULE
Broker Associate
303.324.1703
Erin@KentwoodCity.com
Www.RuleProperties.com

Patricia Campbell Bennett, RN, LPC
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PLATT PARK PEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP FORM
Do you enjoy your neighborhood lifestyle
and family-friendly atmosphere?
Want to help maintain our neighborhood character?
Want to meet your neighbors through fun
events and neighborhood forums?
Are you concerned about graffiti, traffic and construction?

Join your neighborhood association!

To advertise in the next
Platt Park Post,
contact Penni Dorwart,
303-715-0024, pdorwart@yahoo.com

The Platt Park People’s Association is a Registered Neighborhood Organization with the City and County of Denver. The
Platt Park People’s Association is notified directly by the city
of various activities in the neighborhood. Be involved. Be
Informed.
Send the membership form with annual dues of $20 payable by check to “3PA” to:
3PA, P.O. Box 100848, Denver, CO 80250-0848
NAME ______________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________
E-MAIL _____________________________
PHONE________________________________
This is a: ___ Renewal ___ New Membership
Optional (additional) donation: $_____________

Join Platt Park People’s Association
online by clicking “Join 3PA” at
www.3pa.org and pay with PayPal.
www.3pa.org
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Platt Park Events Calendar
DECKER LIBRARY

501 S. Logan St., 720-865-0220, www.denverlibrary.org
Follow Decker Branch Library on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
decker.dpl
Library Hours and Schedule
Monday-Tuesday noon-8pm
Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 10am - 6pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sunday CLOSED

Get your holiday shopping done at WinterFest on South Pearl Street, then stop
by the Decker Library to meet neighbors and friends for festive card decorating, light refreshments, and holiday music.

Chamber Music Concert,
Saturday, December 19, 2pm.

Various amateur musicians from the Colorado Chamber Music Society perform
a wide range of classical works for the public. Held the third Saturday of each
month, September through May, at the Decker Branch Library. No registration
is required.

Library Events:
Storytime and Craft,
Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m.

Any aged child who can sit for stories, songs, and do a simple craft is welcome
to attend! No registration is required.

Tales for Twos with Craft,
Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.

Stories, songs and fun for two-year-olds and their parents or caregivers. Craft
activity immediately follows the program. No registration is required.

Book Babies,
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 11:15 a.m.

Holiday Open House,
Saturday, December 5, 12pm – 3pm.

Stories, songs and rhymes for babies ages 0 – 24 months and their parents or
caregivers. Playtime and socialization immediately follow the program. No
registration is required.
No Storytime, Tales for Twos, or Book Babies
December 30 and 31.

Ink: Postmodern Reads,
Monday, January 11, 6pm – 7:30pm.

We’ll explore themes and trends in contemporary literary fiction and nonfiction. Please call 720-865-0220 for the January title selection.

Chamber Music Concert,
Saturday, January 16, 2pm.

Various amateur musicians from the Colorado Chamber Music Society perform
a wide range of classical works for the public. Held the third Saturday of each
month, September through May, at the Decker Branch Library. No registration
is required.

PLATT PARK PARENTS EVENTS:

No Mom’s Night Out or Dad’s Night out in December
MNO - January 21st
DNO – January 28th
Check out PlattParkParents.com for more information.
Check out PlattParkParents.com for more information.

Happy New Year!
20

Bringing color to Platt
Park for 20 years!
WE ARE THE CLEAN GUYS
IN A DIRT Y INDUSTRY!

We background check and
drug test all our employees!

20% off

labor on all interior jobs
performed in Dec. ‘15 - April ’16

CALL (303) 512-8777
www.irelandsfinestinc.com
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