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Give Me A
Reason To

Join 3PA

Kathleen Gueymard

T

he other day someone asked me
why she should join the Platt
Park People’s Association (3PA).
“Membership is $20 annually, and
the money is not an issue,” she said.
The question is, “What do I get for being a member?”
The standard answer is that dues
pay for expenses associated with publishing the 3PA “Platt Park Post” newsletter, which is distributed to all Platt
Park residents; for distributing the email blasts that inform residents on the
3PA email list of neighborhood issues,
concerns and events; and for organizing
and staging the annual neighborhood
picnic held each July in Platt Park. The
picnic is open to anyone who wants to
attend.
And the association’s memberelected Board communicates on
behalf of Platt Park with the Board
of Adjustments; the area’s City
Councilman, Chris Nevitt; District 4

police; city engineering related to infrastructure improvement projects; and
other city departments about issues of
importance to the neighborhood. The
3PA Board meets monthly and also
sponsors general meeting programs or
special events for Platt Park residents.
But, she said, “Many Platt Park
residents don’t pay dues, and they still
benefit from all those things. So what is
the incentive to be a member?”
So, maybe the answer is not just
what you GET for being a member.
But what you GIVE to the community
by joining 3PA. You create a more informed and connected community for
all residents. You take a stand on the
positive value of building community
through your membership. Are those
good reasons?
Have questions about membership
or would like to know how you can become more involved? Please email us at
plattparkpres@3PA.org.

2nd Annual

Pumpkin Palooza

Platt Park Parents
Gather your family, friends and neighbors for the 2nd Annual Pumpkin Palooza! Head to Platt Park
on Saturday, October 25, from 10 a.m. to noon to decorate pumpkins. This is a BYOP event, so “Bring
Your Own Pumpkin,” paint, brushes, markers and other important decorating supplies to give your
pumpkin a Pinterest-worthy look. Feel free to wear dress-up clothes and costumes to get in the spirit.
This is a homegrown neighborhood event sponsored by Platt Park Parents. Your attendance and
participation will help make it fabulous. We hope you can come! Check out PlattParkParents.com for
information about this event and more neighborhood happenings.

The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization,
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses
in the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on
the West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North
and Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open
to all neighbors and business owners who live
and own property within these boundaries. Have
a voice in your neighborhood and with the city:
Join 3PA.

Platt Park People’s
Association (3pa.org)
New or Renewal
Membership Form
Annual Dues: $20

Name
________________________
Address
________________________
E-Mail
________________________
Phone
________________________
Would you like to volunteer for a committee:
___Membership 		
___Picnic/Events
___ Safety
		
___Website
___Responsible Development
___Distribute Newsletters
___Communications (writing articles)
Mail with check payable to 3PA,
P.O. Box 100848, Denver, CO 80250-0848

Decker Library Hosts Events
for Adults, Too!
Geoffrey Gregory, Decker Librarian

D

ecker Library continues its programming for adults
this fall with a diversity of subjects. For the urban
farmers in the neighborhood, join Monica Kadillak
on October 4 to learn about preserving your garden’s bounty. Ms. Kadillak has presented several very well received programs throughout Denver Public Library branches, and this
one combines fun with practicality.
If you are not too frightened to know which buildings in
the neighborhood may be haunted, then join Phil Goodstein
for an evening lecture this October 7. “The Ghosts of
Platt Park and Observatory Park” is the theme, and Dr.
Goodstein’s presentation promises to be animated, fact filled
and very entertaining.
Our monthly Chamber Music Concert series continues with Saturday events scheduled for October 18 and
November 15. Area musicians from the Colorado Chamber
Music Society present these delightful, engaging concerts
featuring a wide variety of musical pieces in the charming
setting of Decker Library.
Looking to buy an electronic gadget this holiday season? One of our techie coworkers from Central Library’s
Community Technology Center will be on hand Wednesday,
November 19 from 4 to 6 p.m. to give expert advice and tips
in the program titled “Which Gadget is Right for You?”
With canning, ghosts, classical music and electronics, Decker’s October and November programs for adults
certainly appeal to a wide range of interests. All of our
events are free and open to the public, with no registration
required.
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Mothers of
Preschoolers
Get Together

M PS

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is starting up again at Hope
Community Church! Meetings take place from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month and include
brunch.
We are MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS (www.mops.
org), and our group is for any woman who has a child from birth
through kindergarten. It’s a time when your children are cared for
by other loving people and you get some amazing mommy time.
We provide a preschool-style experience for your kiddos that they
will love going back to.
Our theme this year, “Be You, Bravely,” is designed to help us
become more ourselves, to remind us that courage is always worth
it and that we are all in this together. Cheering each other on toward our futures is the gift of community at MOPS.
You can contact MOPS Coordinator Amy Thomas at 949533-0308 with questions or read more online at www.hopefordenver.com/families/mops. Better yet, join us at our next meeting! We
hope to see you soon.

Since 1984

Specializing in Family Medicine
811 S. Pearl St. • 303-744-9120

www.3pa.org

Do You Remember This?
– McKinley-Thatcher

The current McKinley-Thatcher Elementary School,
located at 1230 S. Grant St., was built in 1979. Denver Public
Schools had the original McKinley building, shown below,
demolished around the same time. There are more historical photos of the former school on the history page of the
McKinley-Thatcher website at www.mckinleythatcher.com.

MEET
SOME
FELLOW
TREBLE
MAKERS
Over 200 classes.
Find the one for you
and sign up today.
Next session starts
October 27!
group & private
lessons
for kids, teens
& adults

303.777.1003

If you have something to share with your fellow residents and patrons of Platt Park, please send them to communications@3pa.org,
along with your contact information, so we can follow up.

www.3pa.org
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Gates Rubber Factory
Jennifer Lien
Gates Rubber Factory located on South Broadway is now
almost entirely demolished. This facility will remain as an
historic memory, and it will be exciting to see what developments will take its place.
Charles and Hazel Gates invested $3,500 back in 1911
for the purchase of Colorado Leather and Tire Company,
which was renamed the Gates Rubber Company in 1918.
Gates Rubber Factory in Denver was once one of the largest
manufacturers of automotive and industrial belts and hoses
in the world.
The old Gates location at South Broadway and
Mississippi Avenue was quite impressive at one time, with
30 interconnected buildings on an 80-acre site. The site was
once the corporate headquarters for Gates’ almost 40 operations around the world in countries such as Canada, Mexico,
Germany, Venezuela and Spain.
In reading historic documents about the Gates facility
on Broadway, it almost sounds like today's Google headquarters. The factory had its own employee store stocked with
food and staples available to employees at a discounted price.
A fire brigade provided fire protection for the plant until the
fire department from Denver could show up, since it was
so far away. The factory had its own in-house medical and
dental staff, as well as pharmacy, credit union, roof garden
for relaxing and rejuvenation, clubs, philanthropic programs
and recreational activities. In 1961, more than 800 employees took part in a dozen different recreational leagues, with

bowling the most popular. Boxing, wrestling matches and
rodeos were amongst some of the other activities. The annual picnic and Christmas party were also major events for
the company.
Then, in the 1990s, Gates manufacturing began to
move overseas, and Gates ceased manufacturing in Denver.
Eventually they abandoned the building on Broadway. The
company's headquarters are still located in Denver, in a
building southwest of Union Station, and the company is
now owned by Tompkins PLC of London.
Cherokee Denver purchased the Gates property in 2001
and began demolishing and remediating the site. The portion of the site located south of Mississippi Avenue was redeveloped into the Windsor at Broadway Station apartment
complex in 2009. However, after economic development
went belly-up across the nation, the developers were not able
to obtain the financing required to continue redeveloping the
rest of the site, and the title fell back into the hands of Gates.
Gates continued with the demolishing and remediation
effort so that the property would be ready and attractive for
any future developers. As one can see by driving by on Santa
Fe Drive or I-25, the demolition work is almost complete,
and future generations and new arrivals to Colorado will
have never seen the facility.
Chris Nevitt, Denver City Councilman for District 7, has
been following the site redevelopment project closely.
"A number of developers have approached Gates about
buying the property, and Gates was very selective on which
developers they would consider, as they did not want the deal
to fall through again,” said Councilman Nevitt. "Gates has
selected a developer, and they are moving toward a closing
date on the property as quickly as possible. The potential
new owner is committed to redeveloping and maintaining
the property and to completing the remediation required."
When asked what is planned for the area, Councilman
Nevitt indicated that the selected developers will go through
a public process involving all stakeholders, similar to the
public process that occurred when the redevelopment project
first took off in 2006. But one can predict that for an 80-acre
site located near major roadways and the RTD Light Rail
system, as well as the South Platte River, surely there will be
opportunity for residential, commercial and light industrial
business developments. There could be a hotel opportunity
in the area as well.

bringing color
to platt park

• Complete Interior and Exterior Painting •
Quality Work by Trusted Craftsmen Since 1995

20% off

labor on all interior jobs performed
in November ‘13 - March ’14
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CALL (303) 512-8777

www.irelandsfinestinc.com

www.3pa.org

Meet Platt Park Artist: Cara Harjes
Mariah Raymond
In a bright and sunlit garageturned-studio off an Old South
Pearl Street alleyway, you can find
artist Cara Harjes working away in
the midst of a medley of colorful
paintings. Some are stacked against
walls, shelves and bookcases; others lay, in varying states of progress, on the table on which she
paints. At first glance, many of the vibrant paintings appear
abstract, but soon recognizable forms emerge—a pink bear,
a polka-dotted owl, a blue cow. Often viewed as children’s
art, Harjes says there is more depth in her paintings than
initially meets the eye. For her, they represent the “difficult
and ugly and bright and beautiful parts of life all meshed
together.” While playful and fun, she says, they also embrace
messiness and imperfection.
With a background in psychology and eight years in
practice as a counselor, Harjes began using drawing and
other creative outlets to help her patients heal. It wasn’t until
2009 that she stumbled into making art of her own, when her
husband requested that she paint something as a Christmas
gift for him. Surprised by the successful outcome of her first
attempt, she decided to try it again. And again. Harjes is
entirely self-taught and feels that her style is ever evolving.
From an outsider’s point of view, her paintings represent a
fluid, cohesive body of work.
Harjes begins each piece, whether small or large, with an
abstract under-painting of geometric forms. She then pulls
content from those shapes—an oval becomes the beak of a
bird, a rectangle becomes a cityscape.
“It’s like looking in the clouds for animals.” Acrylic is
her medium of choice, and she completes the final details
with a Bic pen—“the cheaper the better,” she says. Currently,
she’s trying her hand at smaller works on wooden panels for
an upcoming show at Art Denver.

Great Platt Park Picnic!
Platt Park Parents
Thank you to everyone who came out for the Platt Park Picnic! It was an
evening full of picnicking, hula hooping, face painting, fire truck touching and socializing with friends and neighbors. Thanks to you, there was
a great turnout!
Special thanks to 3PA, the firefighters from Fire Station 16, the Rec
Center, Smart Street, the Pearl Street Merchants, Jolon Clark (for sound
and music) and all of the fabulous people who helped publicize the
event—you all make Platt Park such a fantastic neighborhood.
We can't wait for next year's picnic!
www.3pa.org

Harjes is inspired by Clyfford Still, and
she frequents the Denver museum dedicated to his work. She is particularly fascinated
by the evolution of his paintings over his
lifetime and how his work reflects the culture and current events of a particular time.
As a practicing artist and stay-at-home
mom to her 2-year-old daughter, Harjes’
greatest challenge is finding time to paint.
But she says the challenge is worth it. She
finds joy in “creating something out of
nothing” and “making a mark or a painting that never can
be made again.” Often, she gathers her materials and sneaks
away to paint at the RiNo Art District co-op, Converge
Denver, where she can escape the distractions of working from home and enjoy the camaraderie of other creative
minds.
Harjes moved to Platt Park in 2005. She lives on South
Pearl Street with her husband and their daughter. You can
meet Harjes and see her new work at the Cherry Creek Arts
Festival’s new show, Art Denver, at the Colorado Convention
Center, November 14-16. You can see her work at ugallery.
com and facebook.com/Cara.Harjes.Art.
Dr. Cynthia Wright anD Dr. Stephanie Stratil

Accepting new patients
The Dentists on Pearl want to get to know you.
We feel this is the only way to create a plan that
will help you achieve and maintain a completely
healthy smile! Call The Dentists on Pearl today
at 303-498-9207 and schedule an appointment
for the entire family, in our modern, environmentally
friendly office. We accept most insurances.
1905 South pearl Street | 303.498.9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com

Kidoodles Childcare Center
Providing full & part time care

25% off
your child’s
st
1 month
tuition! Just
mention
this add!

www.kidoodleschildcare.com

Specializing in
Quality care for
Infants & toddlers
ages 6 weeks to 3
years

303-733-8228
1170 S Logan St.
Denver CO 80210
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Good News from
McKinley-Thatcher
Alona Hastings, Principal

To advertise in the next
Platt Park Post,
contact Penni Dorwart,
303-715-0024, pdorwart@yahoo.com

As usual, there are many wonderful things happening at
McKinley-Thatcher Elementary. For those who know us, you
know our teachers are exceptional. I was thrilled to receive a call
from Superintendent Boasberg regarding the high growth our
students made on the TCAP assessments. Our growth was in the
top 10 for the district. We are very proud of how hard our students
worked to achieve that increase in their personal and collective
learning. Our math growth was in the top three for the district.
Again, this is due to the effort of our teachers and students. Across
all grades, our students are demonstrating growth in their learning.
While we value the increase in the scores, because these increases
represent hard work and dedication, we also celebrate the increase
in confidence and belief in themselves that our students have developed! Helping students believe they can do anything they put
their minds to is our greatest accomplishment.
We are also celebrating Kaylee Rooks, who played Marta in
“The Sound of Music.” Kaylee, along with other children from the
Colorado Children’s Chorale, was selected to perform in Central
City Opera’s amazing production at the Denver Center for the
Performing Arts. Kaylee has been in rehearsals for months, and
her performance was spectacular. The entire production was wonderful! If you haven’t already, please take advantage of the amazing
live performances we have in Denver. Congratulations, Kaylee!!!!

Seasonal Suggestions from our Local Restaurants

“Lemon Moon Drop”
from Fourteen Seventy-Two
Courtesy of Rob at 1472
3 oz. moonshine
1 oz. triple sec
fresh lemons
Muddle with ice. Serve
strained and
chilled in a martini glass with a lemon garnish.
This is a new series with a rotating contributor. If you are
interested in contributing a seasonal recipe, please email us at
communications@3PA.org.
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Full Circle Recycling:
How Choosing the Right Products Can Support Recycling
Recycling is an easy and effective way for Denver residents to reduce their impact on the environment. However,
placing recyclable material into Denver's purple recycling
carts is only the first step in the circular process of recycling,
which includes collection, re-manufacturing and consumer
choice. When combined, these three phases of the recycling
process can preserve natural resources, reduce pollution, decrease landfill capacity needs and save energy. Here are some
examples of how the three-part recycling process works
within the City and County of Denver:
• Collection: Denver residents collect and recycle materials in purple carts. Then, Denver Recycles trucks pick up
this material and deliver it to a material processing facility in
north Denver, where materials are separated and sorted for
shipment to manufacturing facilities.
• Manufacturing: Recycled materials are re-processed
and turned into new products. It's hard to believe, but it

New Pilates and Physical
Therapy Studio on S. Pearl
Street Dials into Platt Park
Mary Beth Riopel
BodyIntel at 1574 S. Pearl St. is a business that resulted
from co-owners, Tiffany Watson and Catherine Hodges,
merging their local studios to form a physical therapy practice that offers physical therapy, Pilates, and massage.
Watson's previous Pilates studio, Fusion Physical
Therapy & Pilates, was located in two different locations
on South Pearl Street over the past seven years. She also
owns a home on South Pearl Street and loves the level
of community in Platt Park. You've likely seen her running with her Golden Retriever, Piper, or riding her bike
through the streets of the neighborhood.
Hodges' previous studio, Embodyment Studio, was
located near Washington Street and Speer Boulevard. She
seems to have endless energy to wear her many hats as a
mother of three children, wife, business owner and athlete.
Watson and Hodges were introduced by a referring
physician and quickly realized they wanted to merge their
practices and build a larger business together. What began
as a business partnership has evolved into a close friendship between the dynamic duo. They both prefer to have
their business meetings while going for a run, hike or bike
ride, which they believe boosts their creativity and energy
to be more productive in the studio.
Stop by and look around at the completely renovated
studio that was previously “Murder by the Book.” Platt
Park residents receive special deals as first-time clients.
www.3pa.org

only takes six weeks for an aluminum can to make it from a
purple recycling cart to the grocery store shelf as a new aluminum can!
• Consumer: Consumer choices drive the market
for recycled products. When possible, Denver residents are
urged to purchase recycled content products that are made
from the very material they recycle in their homes, offices
and schools.
Since being an informed consumer and purchasing materials produced from recycled materials is just as much a
part of recycling process as is the habit of filling your purple
cart, be sure to check the labels of the products you regularly
purchase and make sure you choose the products made from
recycled materials. Here are some of the labels you may find:
• Post-consumer Waste: This is the best choice and
means that the product is made from materials that were
discarded after their original use into recycling programs
like Denver's. For example, paper towels made from postconsumer waste contain fibers that were once part of office
paper, cardboard or other materials Denver residents regularly put in their purple carts.
• Pre-consumer Waste or Post-industrial Waste: This
means the product is made from waste generated in the manufacturing process. While this is a great form of recycling,
the purchase of post-consumer content should take priority
over pre-consumer content.
• Recyclable: It's great to buy products that are recyclable. However, this label doesn't necessarily mean that the
product is made from recycled materials.
Remember, most products that contain recycled material
are labeled, so look for clues that you are purchasing products that help complete the recycling loop. Some common
products that often contain pre- or post-consumer waste
include: paper, paper towels, toilet paper, carpeting, clothing,
plastic bottles like shampoo and cleaning products, cereal
boxes and so much more.
For more information about what can be recycled in
Denver, visit DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles or call 311.
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Platt Park Events Calendar
PLATT PARK
NEIGHBORHOOD
Farmers Market

Sundays, May 18 - November 2,
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Old South Pearl Street

PLATT PARK PARENTS
EVENTS
www.plattparkparents.com

Mom’s Night Out

Thursdays: October 16, November 13

Dad’s Night Out

Thursdays: October 30, November 20

Play! Play! Play!

Saturdays: October 25, November 15

PUMPKIN PALOOZA
Saturday, October 25

DECKER LIBRARY

501 S. Logan St., 720-865-0220,
www.denverlibrary.org
Follow Decker Branch Library on
Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/decker.dpl
Library Hours and Schedule
Monday-Tuesday noon-8pm
Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 10am
- 6pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday CLOSED

Events:

Storytime and Craft,
Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m.
Any aged child who can sit for stories
and songs and do a simple craft is
welcome to attend! No registration is
required.
Tales for Twos with Craft,
Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Stories, songs and fun for 2-year-olds
and their parents or caregivers. Craft
activity immediately follows the
program. No registration is required.
Book Babies, Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 11:15 a.m.
Stories, songs and rhymes for babies
ages 0 - 24 months and their parents
or caregivers. Playtime and socialization immediately follow the program.
No registration is required.

Monica Kadillak presents
Small Batch Preserving,
Saturday, October 4, 2 p.m.
Have you ever wanted to preserve
what you’ve grown in your garden
or found at the farmers market, but
don’t have time, equipment or storage space to do it? Monica will guide
you through the steps of preserving
in small batches by addressing
simplified preserving techniques—
things that last a few weeks in the
refrigerator and don’t require special
equipment to accomplish. And you
can do this in the span of a few hours,
not all weekend! Beginning cooks and
seasoned chefs are welcome at this
fun and informative class. No registration is required.
Phil Goodstein presents
Ghosts of Platt Park and
University Park
Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m.
Join local historian Phil Goodstein as
he shares the history of Platt Park
and University Park. A well-known
local writer and lecturer on the history
of Denver and Colorado, Goodstein is
the author of “The Ghosts of University Park, Platt Park, and Beyond.” No
registration is required.

Star Wars Reads Day
Saturday, October 11, 10 a.m.
Join us at Decker for Star Warsthemed fun! Kids are welcome to
dress as their favorite Star Wars character for a chance to win our costume
contest. We will also have games and
crafts. All ages are welcome and no
registration is required.
Chamber Music Concert,
Saturday, October 18 and November
15, 2 p.m.
Various amateur musicians from the
Colorado Chamber Music Society perform a wide range of classical works
for the public. Held the third Saturday
of each month, September through
May, at the Decker Branch Library. No
registration is required.
Which Gadget is Right for
You?
Wednesday, November 19, 4 - 6 p.m.
Whether you are shopping for a gift
or getting a new gadget for yourself,
you need to know which device is
right for you. Come in with questions
or just listen as we talk about the
pros and cons of different eReaders,
tablets and smartphones. No registration is required.

Want to stay more frequently informed? Check out our website at www.3pa.org.
Stay informed, learn about upcoming events, and more!
Join the 3PA eBlast by emailing our 3PA President at plattparkpres@yahoo.com

Did You Know:
REAL TIME MARKET PROFILE
Median List Price

$448,000

Asking Price per Square Foot

$185

Average Days on Market

167

Percent of Properties w/ Price Decrease

42%

Median House Size (sq ft)

2,376

Median Lot Size (sq ft)

5,500

Paddy McClelland

Median Number of Bedrooms

3.0

Median Number of Bathrooms

2.5

Market Action Index - Strong Buyer’s

19.1

{ Real

Estate

Pricing has been weak in recent weeks. Since it’s a
Buyer’s Market, there is excess inventory & lower prices.

at

REAL ESTATE

720.334.6181 | 720.300.0276

303.858.8100
720.300.0276

ECOBROKER & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE: 303.858.8100

Stay Informed about Community
News & Events! Visit Us Online:

Connecting Neighbor to Neighbor
WWW.PLATTPARKNEIGHBORS.COM

paddy@verdedenver.com
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