
The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of 
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization, 
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses in 
the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on the 
West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North and 
Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open to 
all neighbors and business owners who live within 
these boundaries. Have a voice in your neighbor-
hood and with the city: Join 3PA. 
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Welcome New Board Members
At the March 13 annual 3PA meet-

ing, members expressed sincere appreci-
ation to outgoing Past President Sharon 
Withers, President Jennifer Weaver, 
Secretary Penni Dorwart and Board 
members Jennifer Piccolo and Rae 
Reynolds.  Newly elected and welcomed 
board members include: Kathleen 
Gueymard, President; Renee Hook, 
Secretary; Vance Bostock, Treasurer 
and newly elected Board member Sarah 
Moore.  Board members elected for a 
second term were Vice President Rick 
Schutz, Suzanne Knight, Ashley Arroyo, 
and Joe Beierl.  For more information, 
see full article on Page 4.

South Pearl Street Festivals 
by Renate Robey

If  you’ve been thinking there’s more going on over on Old South Pearl these 
days, then you’re right. The past few years have brought more events and festi-
vals to South Pearl Street than ever.

Volunteers Wanted
Do you know how to design e-blast communica-

tions using Constant Contact?  We need your help to 
train two board members to format emails or you 
could volunteer to format them if you were provided 
content.   

3PA needs several folks to share hosting the 
3PA booth at the So Pearl St Farmer’s Market from 
9:00am - 1:00pm from late May to October every 
other month.  Responsibilities include setting up the 
booth, answering questions about Platt Park and 
promoting membership and involvement in 3PA.

Like coordinating community building events?  
The 3PA sponsored summer picnic in Platt Park needs 
you! 

Want to help ensure the neighborhood gets the 
Platt Park Newsletter in a timely fashion, volunteer to 
help deliver. 

Call Kathleen at 303-726-2131for more info.

There’s the popular Farmers 
Market which kicks off  May 20 (ear-
lier than usual), three summer music 
festivals, a sidewalk sale, and monthly 
art walks.  For the first time this year, 
South Pearl Street hosted a St. Patrick’s 
Day event and the year will wrap up in 
early December with a holiday favorite 
– Winterfest.  

“(The events) bring people to the 
area. Anyone who comes to South Pearl 
for the first time and sees the shops 
and restaurants enjoys it and tends to 
come back,” said Mark Gill, president 
of  the South Pearl Street Merchants 
Association.  The events also bring out 
the people in the neighborhood “and 
they are the bread and butter for these 
businesses.”

While there have always been fes-
tivals on South Pearl, about six years 
ago, the association decided to try some 
larger scale events. They first decided 
to try a street music festival.  “We were 
successful right out of  the box,” said 
Gill.  They’ve grown to three music fes-
tivals and last year attracted nearly 7,000 
people to each one.  This year, the fes-
tivals are Brew Grass, June 9th; South 
Pearl Jam Festival, July 14; and Blues 
and Brews, Aug 11th. 

 Gill said so far, the festivals have 
been well received by people both in 
and out of  the neighborhood. The asso-
ciation is aware of  the potential impact 
on nearby residents, he said, and the 
group has tried to mitigate that.  “We’ve 

learned a lot about cleaning up after the 
event,” said Gill. Hiring a professional 
cleaning service for the music festival 
site,  locating them in the less-densely 
populated 1200 block of  South Pearl, 
and tweaking the speaker arrangement 
have all helped. 

“We’ve hit our stride,’’ said Steve 
Koloskus, vice president of  the South 
Pearl Street Merchants Association.  He 
said the group has tried to find the right 
mix of  events for the shopping district 
and the neighborhood, both which have 
a fun, funky and family friendly “vibe.” 

New this year was the St Patrick’s 
Day event. “We’ve been looking for 
something to do between Winterfest 
and the first Farmers Market”, said 
Koloskus.   “We don’t know if  it will be 
an annual event. We’ll have to see how 
it goes.” 

Koloskus said the Farmers Market 
is kicking off  two weeks early this year 

Continued on page 3



2 www.3pa.org

Neighborhood Notes
In the “give-credit-where-credit-is-due” department I have to 

start this issue giving a little honor to long time Platt Park resident 
Dick Katte who has just retired from being the basketball coach of  
Denver Christian High School (located in the 2100 block of  S. Pearl 
Street).  Dick retires with the most wins of  any coach in Colorado 
history—no small accomplishment.  For 48 years Coach Katte has 
guided the Denver Christian men’s basketball team to an astonishing 
record of  876-233.  Going out with flair, Coach Katte lead Denver 
Christian to its eighth Class 2A State Championship in March of  
this year.  Katte has been a math teacher all of  those years and has 
touched the lives of  thousands of  young men and women both on 
and off  the court.  The Kattes’ raised three daughters and a son 
here in the neighborhood.  As one small testament to the kind of  
man Dick has been, in those 48 years and over the course of  1000-
plus games he has received only eight technical fouls, the most 
recent being ten years ago…must have mellowed with age.  Best of  
luck to Dick and his family and a big thank you for making such a 
difference around here in the lives of  so many.  

I saw in the Denver Post today that Denver is projected to have 
the 5th best job growth for all metropolitan cities in the United 
States and it already has one of  the lowest unemployment rates; 
oh, and we are getting Payton Manning.  Guess I’ll put off  building 
that doomsday bunker in my back yard again.   Not entirely sure the 
Mayans’ got that all right, we’ll see.

Some have been wondering if  the recent happenings along Old 
South Pearl are signs of  economic demise or merely the inevitable 
winds-of-change.  One could certainly have questions with all the 
changes that have blown in during the past few months.  With some 
of  the dust starting to settle a clearer picture is starting to immerge 
so let’s get caught up.

Let’s start with the biggest transition - - Sushi/Izakaya Den-
Wynkoop/Breckenridge Group swap.  What we reported in the 
last issue is now official.  The Wynkoop/Breckenridge Group will 
take over the current building housing Izakaya Den and the for-
mer home of  the Pearl Street Grill will become the new home of  
Izakaya Den once construction is completed.  Toshi & Yasu Kizaki 
have hired Roth Sheppard Architects to design the new project.  A 
press release from Roth Sheppard recently stated, “the project will 
more than double the restaurant’s (Sushi Den) existing space to a 
total of  10,000 square feet, and the adjacent space (currently occu-
pied by the Pearl Street Grill) will be demolished and replaced by a 
two-story building. The new space will be connected to Sushi Den 
through an expanded ‘shared-use’ kitchen and back-of-house func-
tions, but will function as an aesthetically distinct, separate restau-
rant with its own unique identity and name. The new restaurant will 
also enhance the Sushi Den’s modernist feel and feature Japanese 
cuisine with a sake bar, sushi bar, tearooms and a substantial out-
door dining area. The new venue’s interior will be designed around 
a dramatic, curved stairway, flanked by a bamboo garden, leading 
patrons to the second story dining area.”

The stated timeline is for the completion is a rather ambitious, 
completion date in late 2012.  What then are the plans for the new 
Wynkoop venture in the Izakaya Den space?  As of  this writing no 
formal plans have been announced, although it seems clear that 
another beer concept restaurant is likely.  The company’s restaurant 
holdings include Amato’s Ale House, the Cherry Cricket, Wazee 
Supper Club and Ghost.  Stay tuned.

The Crushery closed its doors around the end of  February.  
The Crushery was really a victim more of  its own success rather 
than any other force at work.  Owner and chef  John Davidson 
found that the eating spot’s popularity resulted in long hours, time 
away from his family and a growing realization that fine dining was 
his true first love more than crushing bagels every day and running 
a business.  Said Davidson, “my background is in fine dining and 
while I really enjoyed doing this, I’d like to go back to fine dining, 
but I also want to be there for my kids, and I want to be in the 
kitchen (as opposed to business owner).”  We’ll certainly miss The 
Crushery and wish John and his family the very best and look for-
ward to seeing where he lands in the culinary world. 

John sold The Crushery space to Kayvan Khalatbari owner of  
Sexy Pizza which specializes in its own version of  New York style 
pizza.  Kayvan opened his first venture in the Capitol Hill area in 
2008.  In an amazing blur of  change-over frenzy Kayvan has con-
verted the space into his new vision for his second rendition of  his 
restaurant.  Featuring abstract paintings, wooden booths, patio seat-
ing and a giant pink mixer the décor is hip urban.  Sexy Pizza serves 
pizza (obviously) pasta dishes, calzones, sub sandwiches beer and 
wine.  Dine in or free delivery is offered.  Drop on over and check 
out the newest member of  our culinary community.  Welcome 
Kayvan and company! 

Unlike Sexy Pizza’s seeming overnight transformation of  that 
space, the place next to Stella’s Coffee Shop (also known as the 
future site of  the new restaurant 1472) is still moving along.  Dave 
and the good folks are laboring to get it right which has meant 
many designs, revisions and of  course meetings and approvals from 
the City of  Denver—an arduous process at best. The latest revision 
of  the opening date is projected for late June.  

O Salumeria Cinque Soldi , the New York Style Deli has 
opened up around the corner from Duffeyroll.   They specialize in 
cheeses and cured meats which owner, Mark Denittis, cures himself.  
Chef  Tom Willis says there is “no place like it in Denver”.  Stop by 
and enjoy their cuisine that will take you back east.

The Spicy Pickle, located on the corner of  Louisiana and 
Broadway, closed its doors around the first of  March.  Seems the 
entire franchise went into Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  The space is 
to be auctioned off.  No new plans are yet in the works for the 
location.  

Running out of  space so we will have to wait to update you 
on many other things going on around here like The Farmer’s 
Market (Opening Early), Ototo Den (no plans yet), the building that 
housed India’s Pearl (now for sale, $2 million and change), The Dive 
Inn (slow progress) and a bunch of  other stuff.  Shaping up to be a 
great summer around here.  Lot’s going on so be sure to check out 
all the details in this issue.  I’ll be around pulling weeds in my yard, 
doing tireless research on good food, drink and other new items in 
the neighborhood—come over and say hi.   Enjoy spring!

See you around the neighborhood!
Tom Snyder



Specializing in Family Medicine 
811 S. Pearl St.   •    303-744-9120

Since 1984

Charles Simmons is a Platt Park resident and neighbor.
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“The Great Denver Cleanup”
When: Saturday, April 28th

Whether you’re cleaning up your backyard or helping spruce up Denver, Keep 
Denver Beautiful invites you to be a part of this annual, citywide cleanup.

There’s two ways to get involved…

1. Denver residents – discard your unwanted household items and yard 
waste at FREE drop sites* provided by Denver Solid Waste Management. (*Some 
restrictions apply. Locations to be announced soon.)

2. Volunteers – sign up for a cleanup project taking place around the city. 
Register early to receive free trash bags (limited supply available).

This event is part of the nationwide, Great American Cleanup and the Big Day of 
Service.  To sign up or to get more information, call 311 or visit www.
denvergov.org/kdb

because “it’s so popular.  Folks like it and people are raring to 
go. The weather’s nice - so why not?”

Art Walks run the first Friday of  the Month from April 
to December. The Sidewalk Sale is the first weekend in June. 
A “Ladies Only Sample Tour” where participants sample 
some of  what Pearl Street has to offer, is slated for May 3. 

The merchants association, a non-profit group, uses 
money earned from the various happenings for improve-
ments on the street, such as planting trees and updating light-
ing. for the future? Gill said, “We’ll keep doing what works- 
and try to make it a fun and vibrant place.”

For more information and specifics about the events, 
check out the events tab at www.oldsouthpearlstreet.com .

Festivals
Continued from page 1
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To advertise in the next   
Platt  Park Post,  contact Penni 

Dorwart,  303-715-0024,  
pdorwart@yahoo.com

Results of  the 3PA Election
During the neighborhood general meeting, held Tuesday, 

March 13th at Hope Church, the members of  3PA voted for 
the new board members and officers.  Officers hold their po-
sition for two years, while board members hold the position 
for one year.  Each year elections are done during a general 
meeting.  If  you have interest in getting involved in 3PA there 
are plenty of  opportunities to search on committees and vol-
unteer.  Please consider getting involved!

 New Officers Elected
President:  Kathleen Gueymard has lived in Platt Park for 2 

years and in Denver for 25. She has served on 3PA’s Board for 
one year, as Treasurer and Membership Chair.  Her profes-
sional experience is non-profit organization management. She 
has served as Executive Director of  several 501-C-3 and 501-
C-6 organizations.

 Secretary: Renee Hook has lived in Platt Park for five years 
and been a resident of  Denver for 10 years.  She took over as 
the Managing Editor of  the Platt Park Post last fall and has 
been an acting member on the board during this time.  Her 
professional experience is in Project Management, Business 
Analysis and Process Improvement.  She has worked for a 
variety of  companies within Business Process Outsourcing 
and Software Development. She is currently an independent 
consultant.  Renee and her husband Aron have an 18-month-
old daughter, Sydney.

 Treasurer: Vance Bostock has lived in Platt Park since 
2007 with his wife Keely and 2-year-old son, Griffey.  Despite 
numerous opportunities to relocate and countless trips to ex-
plore other areas, they say they have not found a better neigh-
borhood and are proud to call this area home. As an advocate 
for responsible urban living, Vance looks forward to working 
with 3PA and neighbors to preserve and improve the com-
munity experience.  He is a licensed Professional Engineer, 
having spent more than 10 years on the consulting side before 
shifting his focus to real estate acquisitions.  He holds a BS in 
Civil Engineering from North Carolina State University and a 
Master’s in Real Estate and Construction Management from 
the University of  Denver’s Daniels College of  Business.

Board of Directors Elected: Sarah Moore, Suzanne Knight, 
Joe Beierl, Cindy Parmenter, Ashley Arroyo.

Other members to note: 
Existing Vice President, Rick Schutz, will remain in his role 

for 1 more year.  In addition, we would like to thank Jennifer 
Weaver, the previous 3PA President for her time and service.  
Thanks to Rae Reynolds was the previous managing editor of  
the Platt Park Post and a member of  the board.  Also, Jennifer 
Piccolo remains active in the school committee but is no lon-
ger going to be on the board for 3PA. And thanks to Penni 
Dorwart who is leaving the board as secretary but will continue 
to manage advertising for the newsletter.
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PLATT PARK PEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP  FORM 

• Enjoy our neighborhood lifestyle and  
family-friendly atmosphere? • Want to meet your neighbors? • Concerned 
about graffiti? • Concerned about traffic and new construction? • Want to 

help maintain our neighborhood character? 
3PA is the group for you. 

3PA is the voice of Platt Park with the City of Denver and business leaders. 
Make your opinions and concerns heard. Add your voice and vote to 3PA. 

Annual Dues:  $15 payable by check to Platt Park People’s Association (3PA). 
Mail check and membership form to: Kathleen Gueymard, P.O. Box 100848, 
Denver, CO 80250-0848 

NAME  _______________________________
ADDRESS  _____________________________
E-MAIL  ______________________________
PHONE _______________________________

This is a:   ___ Renewal   ___ New Membership 
Optional (additional) donation: $_____________ 

Would you like to help with: 
______ Membership
______ Block captain (newsletter distribution) 
______ Committee for Responsible Development/Board of  
    Adjustment
______ Safety 
______ Green Team 
______ Events (such as Picnic) 
______ Web site 
______ Newsletter 
______ Other (Specify, please)

Give Me a Reason to Join 3PA 
by Kathleen Gueymard

The other day someone asked me why she should join 
the Platt Park People’s Association (3PA).  “Membership is 
$15 annually, and the money is not an issue”, she said.   The 
question is, “What do I get for being a member?”  The stan-
dard answer is that dues pay for expenses associated with 
publishing the 3PA newsletter, which is distributed to all Platt 
Park residents; for distributing the e-mail blasts that inform 
residents on the 3PA e-mail list of  neighborhood issues, con-
cerns and events; and for organizing and staging the annual 
neighborhood picnic held each July in Platt Park.  The picnic 
is open to anyone who wants to attend.  

And, the association’s member-elected Board commu-
nicates for Platt Park with the various city departments; the 
Board of  Adjustments; the area’s City Councilman Chris 
Nevitt; District 4 police; city engineering related to infrastruc-
ture improvement projects; and many other issues of  impor-
tance to the neighborhood. The 3PA Board meets monthly 
and also sponsors general meeting programs or special events 
for Platt Park residents. 

But, she said, “Many Platt Park residents don’t pay dues 
and they benefit from all those things.  So what is the incen-
tive to be a member?”  

So maybe the answer is not just what you GET for being 
a member. But what you GIVE to the community by joining 
3PA. You create a more informed and connected community 
for all residents.   You take a stand on the positive value of  
building community through your membership.  Is that a 
good reason?

Have questions about 
membership or would 
like to know how you can 
become more involved? 
Please email membership-
3PA@yahoo.com.



bringing color
to platt park 
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THANK YOU 3PA Newsletter Distributors!

Zone 1
Deborah Bracknet
Kevin & Patricia 
Connolly
Julie Federico
Carl Felder
Beth Lindroos
Mike Mahara
Theron Makley
Mary McGhee
Barbara McKinney
Maria Michaels
Candace Moore
Cindy Parmenter
James Skelton
Stacy Smith 
Daisy & Gary 
Vanzandt

Zone 2
Holly Buchan
Jenny Carlisle
Lisa Collings
Anne Grau
Indira Gujral
Christy Henry
Hugh & Jackie Hurd
Gina King

Jennifer LaBerge
Jack Lynott
David Phillips
Janet Polsinelli
Mike Porowski
John Urbana

Zone 3
Ryan Archibald
Marlisse Beckman
Lisa Byington
Kari Hale
Rob Jess
Steve & Kimberly 
Kastrul
John Lintzenich
Matt Niemann
Jill Scheurs
Richard Schutz
Susan & Stuart 
Shapiro
Deborah  Sycamore

Zone 4
Annie Aguire
Ashley Arroyo
Bill Bergfelder
Maury Cohen

Roxanne Esquibel
John Everst
Fred Hammer
Cynthia Hirsch
Susan Ladley-
O’Brien
Erin McLaine Rule
Elaine Rippey
Kay Schumacher
Bob Sperling
Sophia Stone
Jan Struharik
Jennifer Weaver

Zone 5
Joe Beierl
Denise Capelli
Jack & Penni 
Dorwart
Jim Douglas
Doug Farquhar
Kim Komitor
Jenny McCurdy
Hannah Rich
Rosalie Sudowski
Tom Snyder
Brad & Heidi Wells

Zone Captains for each zone are: 1 – Terry Heaton, 2 – Ashley  
Arroyo, 3 – Susan Shapiro, 4 - Sophia Stone, 5 – Doug Farquhar

Block Captains within each Zone:

We wanted to take a moment to thank all of  the volunteers 
that give their time and energy to distribute the newsletter every 
other month.  This is a thankless task done by a large group of  
dedicated volunteers, known internally as block captains.  In addi-
tion to those volunteers that deliver newsletters door to door, we 
have zone captains that receive a bulk of  newsletters and coordinate 
with the block captains.  A special thanks to Elaine Rippey and 
Terry Harrison who have been dedicated zone captains for years.  
Both have stepped down from their position and have recently been 
replaced.  Listed below is a map of  the five zones in Platt Park and 

the block captains we currently have. We are always looking for ad-
ditional volunteers to help.  If  you are interested in delivering the 
newsletter, please contact plattparkpres@yahoo.com. 

Estimated delivery of  the newsletter is always targeted for 
the first week of  the month (April/May – delivery by April 8th; 
June/July – delivery by June 10th; August/September – delivery 
by August 12th; October/November – delivery by October 7th; 
December/January – delivery by December 9th).  If  you do not 
receive your newsletter in a timely fashion, we’d love to hear from 
you.  Please contact us at plattparkpres@yahoo.com

Please let us know if  we have missed other block captians.
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An Innovation School 
Right Here in Platt Park!

The principal of  Grant Beacon Middle School (GBMS), 
Alex Magaña, and a team of  staff, parents, and community 
members have been working on an innovation plan for over 
a year now.  Applying for innovation means that a school 
must meet the requirements of  the Innovation Schools Act.  
Grant’s innovation team put together a plan that will meet 
these requirements while increasing school demand, meeting 
the academic needs of  a diverse student population, and it 
will improve overall student achievement.  The Denver Public 
School Board was presented with the innovation plan for 
GBMS and then approved it on March 15th!  The plan will be 
implemented in the 2012-13 school year.

The innovation plan will use blended learning, commu-
nity enrichment, and student leadership techniques in order 
to achieve its goals.  Blended learning uses the integration 
of  technology to meet the academic needs of  all students.  
Community enrichments will allow for advanced programs, 
enrichments, and interventions for students.  Student lead-
ership programs will develop skills needed for students to 
become leaders in school and their community.  Through 
the integration of  technology and collaborative work of  stu-
dents, staff, families, and community partners, GBMS will 
bring together its neighborhoods’ diverse communities and 
prepare students with the academic knowledge and 21st cen-
tury leadership skills necessary for college and career success.  
The DPS Board called this plan “one of  the best” they had 
reviewed.  

Clearly, this is a huge achievement for Mr. Magaña and 
everyone involved at GBMS.  They have a lot of  work ahead 
of  them in order to meet the extended schedule, staffing, and 
monetary needs of  the innovation plan.  In visiting the school 
and meeting the staff, there is little doubt that GBMS will 
make the innovation plan successful.  Their overriding goal 
is to make Grant the #1 choice for parents to send their chil-
dren.  For more information on the plan or if  you like to visit 
Grant, please go to http://grant.dpsk12.org/.

From the School Committee...

DPS School Board 
Announcements:

South High School has a new Facebook 
page for the South Community 
Partnership Program. Please click  
and see the latest on our page: 

South High School Community Partnership http://www.
facebook.com/pages/South-High-School-Community-
Partnerships/194360713984346

 South held a Community Partnership Engagement 
Event on January 31st with over 25 organizations represent-
ed. It was a great time of  learning and engaging. South High 
School is looking for community partners to help support 
South High School, and looking to exchange ideas on how we 
can support each other.



Monday, April 2nd
Decker Book Club, Decker Library, 6pm

Friday, April 6th
First Friday Art Walk, South Pearl Street, 4pm to 8pm

Tuesday, April 10th
3PA General Meeting, Hope Community Church, 1801 South Logan (Corner of 
Logan & Colorado), 6:30 pm

Saturday, April 21st
Chamber Music Concert, Decker Library, 2pm

Friday, May 4th
First Friday Art Walk, South Pearl Street, 4pm to 8pm

Monday, May 7th 
Decker Book Club, Decker Library, 6pm

Tuesday, May 8th
3PA Community Happy Hour General Meeting 
Bistro One, 1294 South Broadway, 5pm to 7pm

Saturday, May 19th 
Chamber Music Concert, Decker Library, 2pm

Sunday, May 20th
Farmer Market, Urban Homesteading & Green Fair
South Pearl Street, 9am to 1pm

Saturday, July 28th
Save the Date - 3PA Annual Picnic, Platt Park, 6pm to 9pm 
(Traditionally held on Friday evening, switch was made to Saturday to enable 
greater family participation- hope you can join us!)

PLATT PARK REC CENTER
1500 S. Grant St. Denver, CO. 80210; 720-865-0630      
Open Monday-Friday from 8:00-am 4:00pm 
Platt Park will be closed on the following days:   
Friday, May 25th – Citywide Furlough Day   
Monday, May 28th – Memorial Day 
Fashion Show Luncheon – Friday, April 13th from 12:00-3:00pm - $7.00 
per person
Dance to Live Music every Wednesday from 1:00pm - 3:15pm dancing to 
Live Music with Tom Yook. The cost of our dance is $5.00 which includes live band 
and refreshments.
Other activities include: Cooking Classes, Line Dance Lessons, Ballroom 
Dance Lessons, Grocery Bingo, Exercise Classes, Language Classes, Craft Classes, 
and more

DECKER LIBRARY 
Decker Library Hours for 2012
1501 So Logan, 720-865-0220, www.denverlibrary.org
Monday 12 pm – 8 pm, Wednesday, Thursday 10 am – 6 pm
Saturday 9 am – 5 pm, Tuesday, Friday, Sunday CLOSED.

Book Babies, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 11:15 am
Storytime and Craft, Wednesdays, 10:15 am

Tom & Denise 
Snyder 

Your 
Neighborhood 

Specialists!

Platt Park 
Residents

303.877.3097
Cherry Creek Properties offi ce 303-713-9000

5280 MAGAZINE 5-STAR REALTOR
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Platt Park Events Calendar


